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THE HISTORIES OF POLYBIUS

BOOK III

1. In my first Book, the third, that is, from this count-
ing backwards, I explained that I fixed as the starting-
points of my work, the Social war, the Hannibalic
war, and the war for Coele-Syria. I likewise set
forth in the same place the reasons why I wrote the
two preceding Books dealing with events of an
earlier date. I will now attempt to give a well
attested account of the above wars, their first causes
and the reasons why they attained such magnitude ;
but in the first place I have a few words to say
regarding my work as a whole.

The subject I have undertaken to treat, the how,
when, and wherefore of the subjection of the known
parts of the world to the dominion of Rome, should
be viewed as a single whole, with a recognized
beginning, a fixed duration, and an end which is not
a matter of dispute; and I think it will be advan-
tageous to give a brief prefatory survey of the chief
parts of this whole from the beginning to the end.
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BOOK 1II. 1.6-2.3

For I believe this will be the best means of giving
students an adequate idea of my whole plan. Since

a previous general view is of great assistance to the
mind in acquiring a knowledge of details, and at the
same time a previous notion of the details helps us

to knowledge of the whole, I regard a preliminary
survey based on both as best and will draw up these
prefatory rémarks to my history on this principle.

I have already indicated the general scope and limits

of this history. The particular events comprised in it
begin with the above-mentioned wars and culminate

and end in the destruction of the Macedonian
monarchy. Between the beginning and end lies a
space of fifty-three years, comprising a greater 220-168
number of grave and momentous events than any ™*
period of equal length in the past. Starting from

the 140th Olympiad I shall adopt the following order 220-216
in my exposition of them.

2. First I shall indicate the causes of the above war
between Rome and Carthage, known as the Hanni-
balic war, and tell how the Carthaginians invaded
Italy, broke up the dominion of Rome, and cast the
Romans into great fear for their safety and even
for their native soil, while great was their own
hope, such as they had never dared to entertain,
of capturing Rome itself. Next I will attempt to
describe how at the same period Philip of Macedon,
after finishing his war with the Aetolians and settling
the affairs of Greece, conceived the project of an

5



THE HISTORIES OF POLYBIUS

4 kowwvelv Kapyndoviots tdv adrdv éAmidwy, *Av-
Tioyos 8¢ kal IlTodepatos 6 Promdrwp 1’);145:.0;31?-
Tow, TéMos 8’ émoAéunoav vmép Koidys Zupias mpos

6 dAMjdovs, ‘Pddiov 8¢ xai Ilpoveias dvadaBdvres
mpos Bulavriovs méleuov fvdyxaocav adrods dmo-
orijvar 100 mapaywyd{ew Tovs mAéovras els TOV

6 Héwov. gmjoavres & éni TovTwy ™Y Sufynow Tov
vmép Tis Pwp.a.w)v ﬂo)wrel.as ovomoo,u.eoa Adyov,
& katd 7O a'vvexeg vnoSezfop.ev o1 ;Le"ycma
ovveBder’ adrois 7 Tod moATedparos 3udTs mpos
70 1 povov avaxtibaclar Ty ’lradwwrdv kal
Eme/\uo‘r&‘w 8vvaa~1'elfav, ér B¢ 'n‘)v *1Brpeww ﬂpoa/\a-
ﬁew Kai Ke)(‘rwv apx'r;v, dMa 76 Tedevraiov xcu mpos
70 Kpamaawas 7@ ToAépw Ka 30vw.w éwouay
7 ox€W Tijs TGOV Sy emﬁo)hyg. dua 3¢ TovTols KaTA
ﬂapekﬁamv dnAdioopev mv KaTdAvow Tijs Iepwvog

8 70D vaalcoawv 8vva¢rrecag. otg emovvaz,bop.ev Tas
mepl Ty Alyvmrov Tapayds kai Tiva Tpdmov Ilro-
Aeualov Tod Paciréws peralrdéavros Tov Blov ovu-
dpovioavres Avrioxos kai Pidirmos éml Siarpéoer
Tijs ToD kaTadeleiupévov mardos dpxis fpfavro ka-
Kompaypovelv kai Tas xeipas émBdew Pilmmos
y.e‘v Tois kar’ Ai"yawv xat Kapiav kai Za’.y.ov, *Av-
‘rt.oxog 3¢ 7ois kara Koidpy Zvplav kal (Dowcmyv.

3 p.era 8¢ Tadra a'v‘yxe(ﬁa/\atwaapevm Tds év Iﬁnptq.
kal ABn kai Zikelig ﬂpafeag ‘Pwpaiwv kai Kap-
anowwv pefaﬁtﬂaooy.ev Y Szny'r)aw O/\ooxepws
els ToDs KaTd TV ‘EAdda Tdmovs dua Tals Tdv

2 ﬂpayp.a.'rwv peraBolals. efmn)aapevoc 3¢ ‘rag Ar-
‘ra)\ov Kal Po&wv vavy.axtag mpos ‘I)Mmﬂov, ér 8¢
TOV Pwp.acwv mu (Du\umov -n-o)xep,ov, &s émpdxbn

8 kal 8ua Tlvwy kal Ti 70 Télos éoxe, ToUTw GUV-

6



BOOK III. 2.4-8.3

alliance with Carthage ; how Antiochus and Ptolemy
" Philopator first quarrelled and at length went to war
with each other for the possession of Coele-Syria,
and how the Rhodians and Prusias, declaring war on
the Byzantines, compelled them to stop levying toll
on ships bound for the Euxine. Interrupting my
narrative at this point, I shall draw up my account
of the Roman Constitution, as a sequel to which
I shall point out how the peculiar qualities of the
Constitution conduced very largely not only to their
subjection of the Italians and Sicilians, and subse-
quently of the Spaniards and Celts, but finally' to
their victory over Carthage and their conceiving
the project of universal empire. Simultaneously in
a digression I shall narrate how the dominion of
Hiero of Syracuse fell and after this I shall deal with
the troubles in Egypt, and tell how, on the death of
Ptolemy, Antiochus and Philip, conspiring to parti-
tion the dominions of his son, a helpless infant,
began to be guilty of acts of unjust aggression,
Philip laying hands on the islands of the Aegean,
and on Caria and Samos, while Antiochus seized on
Coele-Syria and Phoenicia.

8. Next, after summing up the doings of the Roman
and Carthaginians in Spain, Africa, and Sicily I shall
shift the scene of my story definitely, as the scene
of action shifted, to Greece and its neighbourhood.
I shall describe the sea-battles in which Attalus
and the Rhodians met Philip, and after this deal with
the war between the Romans and Philip, its course,
its reason, and its result. Following on this I shall

7
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BOOK III. 8.3-4.1

make mention of the angry spirit of the Aetolians
yielding to which they invited Antiochus over, and
thus setablazethe war from Asia against the Achaeans
and Romans. After narrating the causes of this
war, and how Antiochus crossed to Europe, I shall
describe in the first place how he fled from Greece ;
secondly how on his defeat after this he abandoned
all Asia up to the Taurus; and thirdly, how the
Romans, suppressing the insolence of the Galatian
Gauls, established their undisputed supremacy in
Asia and freed its inhabitants on this side of the
Taurus from the fear of barbarians and the lawless
violence of these Gauls. Next I shall bring before
the reader’s eyes the misfortune that befel the
Aetolians and Cephallenians, and then make mention
of the war of Eumenes with Prusias and the Gauls
and of that between Ariarathes and Pharnaces.
Subsequently, after some notice of the unification
and pacification of the Peloponnese and of the
growth of the Rhodian State, I shall bring the whole
narrative of events to a conclusion, narrating finally
the expedition of Antiochus Epiphanes against
Egypt, the war with Perseus, and the abolition of the
Macedonian monarchy. All the above events will
enable us to perceive how the Romans dealt with
each contingency and thus subjected the whole
world to their rule.

4. Now if from their success or failure alone we
could form an adequate judgement of how far states
and individuals are worthy of praise or blame, I could
here lay down my pen, bringing my narrative and
this whole work to a close with the last-mentioned

9
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BOOK III. 4.2-9 .

events, as was my original intention. For the period
of fifty-three years finished here, and the growth
and advance of Roman power was now complete.
Besides which it was now universally accepted as a
necessary fact that henceforth all must submit to the
Romans and obey their orders. Butsince judgements
regarding either the conquerors or the conquered
based purely on performance are by no means final
—what is thought to be the greatest success having
brought the greatest calamities on many, if they do
not make proper use of it, and the most dreadful
catastrophes often turning out to the advantage of
those who support them bravely—I must append to
the history of the above period an account of the sub-
sequent policy of the conquerors and their method of
universal rule, as well as of the various opinions and
appreciations of their rulers entertained by the sub-
jects, and finally I must describe what were the pre-
vailing and dominant tendencies and ambitions of the
various peoples in their private and public life. For
it is evident that contemporaries will thus be able to
see clearly whether the Roman rule is acceptable or
the reverse, and future generations whether their
government should be considered to have been
worthy of praise and admiration or rather of blame.
And indeed it is just in this that the chief usefulness
of this work for the present and the future will lie.
For neither rulers themselves nor their critics should
regard the end of action as being merely conquest

11
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BOOK III. 4.10-5.4

and the subjection of all to their rule ; since no man
of sound sense goes to war with his neighbours
simply for the sake of crushing an adversary, just
as no one sails on the open sea just for the sake of
crossing it. Indeed no one even takes up the study
of arts and crafts merely for the sake of knowledge,
but all men do all they do for the resulting pleasure,
good, or utility. So the final end achieved by this
work will be, to gain knowledge of what was the
condition of each people after all had been crushed
and had come under the dominion of Rome, until the
disturbed and troubled time that afterwards ensued.
About this latter, owing to the importance of the
actions and the unexpected character of the events,
and chiefly because I not only witnessed most but
took part and even directed some, I was induced to
write as if starting on a fresh work. 5. This period of
disturbance comprises, firstly the war waged by
Rome against the Celtiberians and Vaccaei, that
between Carthage and Massinissa the King of the
Libyans and that between Attalus and Prusias in
Asia. Next, Ariarathes, King of Cappadocia was
expelled from his kingdom by Orophernes through
the agency of King Demetrius and recovered his
ancestral throne by the help of Attalus. Then
Demetrius, son of Seleucus, after reigning in Syria
for twelve years lost both his kingdom and his life,
the other kings combining against him. Next the
Romans restored to their homes the Greeks who had
been accused in consequence of the war with Perseus,
acquitting them of the charges brought against them.
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BOOK III. 5.5-6.4

A little later the Romans attacked Carthage, having
resolved in the first place on changing its site and
subsequently on its utter destruction for the reasons
that I shall state in due course. Close upon this
followed the withdrawal of the Macedonians from
their alliance with Rome and that of the Lace-
daemonians from the Achaean League, and hereupon
the beginning and the end of the general calamity
that overtook Greece.

Such is the plan I propose, but all depends on
Fortune’s granting me a life long enough to execute
it. However I am convinced that in the event of
my death, the project will not fall to the ground for
want of men competent to carry it on, since there
are many others who will set their hands to the task
and labour to complete it.

Now having given a summary of the most important
events, with the object of conveying to my readers
a notion of this work as a whole and its contents in
detail, it is time for me to call to mind my original
plan and return to the starting-point of my history.

6. Some of those authors who have dealt with
Hannibal and his times, wishing to indicate the
causes that led to the above war between Rome
and Carthage, allege as its first cause the siege of
Saguntum by the Carthaginians and as its second
their crossing, contrary to treaty, the river whose
native name is the Iber. I should agree in stating
that these were the beginnings of the war, but I
can by no means allow that they were its causes,
unless we call Alexander’s crossing to Asia the cause
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BOOK III. 6.4-12

of his war against Persia and Antiochus’ landing at
Demetrias the cause of his war against Rome,
neither of which assertions is either reasonable or
true. For who could consider these to be causes
of wars, plans and preparations for which, in the case
of the Persian war, had been made earlier, many by
Alexander and even some by Philip during his life,
and in the case of the war against Rome by the
Aetolians long before Antiochus arrived? These are
pronouncements of men who are unable to see the
great and essential distinction between a beginning
and a cause or purpose, these being the first origin
of all, and the beginning coming last. By the
beginning of anything I mean the first attempt to
execute and put in action plans on which we have
decided, by its causes what is most initiatory in our
judgements and opinions, that is to say our notions
of things, our state of mind, our reasoning about
these, and everything through which we reach
decisions and projects. The nature of these is
evident from the instances adduced above; it is
easy for anyone to see the real causes and origin of
the war against Persia. The first was the retreat of
the Greeks under Xenophon from the upper Satrapies,
in which, though they traversed the whole of Asia,
a hostile country, none of the barbarians ventured -
to face them. The second was the crossing of
Agesilaus, King of Sparta, to Asia, where he found
no opposition of any moment to his projects, and was
only compelled to return without effecting anything
owing to the disturbances in Greece. From both of
these facts Philip perceived and reckoned on the
voL. c 17
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BOOK 1III. 6.12-7.6

cowardice and indolence of the Persians as compared
with the military efficiency of himself and his Mace-
donians, and further fixing his eyes on the splendour
of the great prize which the war promised, he lost no
time, once he had secured the avowed good-will of
the Greeks, but seizing on the pretext that it was his
urgent duty to take vengeance on the Persians for
their injurious treatment of the Greeks, he bestirred
himself and decided to go to war, beginning to make
every preparation for this purpose. We must there-
fore look on the first considerations I have mentioned
as the causes of the war against Persia, the second
as its pretext, and Alexander’s crossing to Asia as
its beginning. 7. Similarly it is evident that the
cause of the war between Antiochus and the Romans
was the anger of the Aetolians, who (as I above
stated) looking upon themselves as having been
slighted in many ways by the Romans as regards
their share in bringing the war with Philip to an
end, not only invited Antiochus over, but were ready
to do and suffer anything owing to the anger they
conceived under the above circumstances. But the
liberation of Greece, which they announced in
defiance of reason and truth going round with
Antiochus from city to city, we must consider to be
a pretext of this war, and its beginning the landing
of Antiochus at Demetrias.

In speaking at such length on this matter, my
object has not been to censure previous writers, but
to rectify the ideas of students. For of what use
to the sick is a physician who is ignorant of the
causes of certain conditions of the body ? And of
what use is a statesman who cannot reckon how,
why, and whence each event has originated? The
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BOOK III. 7.6-8.8

former will scarcely be likely to recommend proper
treatment for the body and it will be impossible for
the latter without such knowledge to deal properly
with circumstances. Nothing, therefore, should be
more carefully guarded against and more diligently
sought out than the first causes of each event, since
matters of the greatest moment often originate from
trifles, and it is the initial impulses and conceptions
in every matter which are most easily remedied.

8. Fabius, the Roman annalist, says that besides
the outrage on the Saguntines, a cause of the war
was Hasdrubal’s ambition and love of power. He
tells us how, having acquired a great dominion in
Spain, he arrived in Africa and attempted to abolish
the constitution of Carthage and change the form of
government to a monarchy. The leading statesmen,
however, got wind of his project and united to oppose
him, upon which Hasdrubal, suspicious of their
intentions, left Africa and in future governed Iberia
as he chose, without paying any attention to the
Carthaginian Senate. Hannibal from boyhood had
shared and admired his father’s principles; and on
succeeding to the governor-generalship of Iberia, he
had employed the same method as Hasdrubal. Con-
sequently, he now began this war against Bome on
his own initiative and in defiance of Carthaginian
opinion, not a single one of the notables in Carthage
approving his conduct towards Saguntum. After
telling us this, Fabius says that on the capture of
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BOOK III. 8.8-9.4

this city the Romans came forward demanding that
the Carthaginians should either deliver Hannibal into
their hands or accept war. Now if anyone were
to pose the following question to this writer—how
opportunity could have better favoured the Cartha-
ginians’ wishes or what could have been a juster
act and more in their interest (since, as he says,
they had disapproved Hannibal’s action from the
outset) than to yield to the Roman demand, and by
giving up the man who had caused the offence,
with some show of reason to destroy by the hands
of others the common enemy of their state and
secure the safety of their territory, ridding them-
selves of the war that menaced them and accom-
plishing their vengeance by a simple resolution—if
anyone, I say, were to ask him this, what would he
have to say? Evidently nothing; for so far were
they from doing any of the above things that after
carrying on the war, in obedience to Hannibal’s
decision, for seventeen years, they did not abandon
the struggle, until finally, every resource on which
they relied being now exhausted, their native city
and her inhabitants stood in deadly peril.

9. One may ask why I make any mention of Fabius
and his statement. It is not from apprehension lest
it may find acceptance from some owing to its
plausibility ; for its inherent unreasonableness, even
without my comment, is self-evident to anyone who
reads it. But what I wish is to warn those who
consult his book not to pay attention to the title,
but to facts. For there are some people who pay
regard not to what he writes but to the writer
himself and, taking into consideration that he was
a contemporary and a Roman senator, at once accept
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BOOK III. 9.4-10.3

all he says as worthy of credit. But my own opinion
is that while not treating his authority as negligible
we should not regard it as final, but that readers
should in most cases test his statements by reference
to the actual facts.

To return to the war between Rome and Carthage,
from which this digression has carried us away, we
must regard its first cause as being the indignation
of Hamilcar surnamed Barcas, the actual father of
Hannibal. Unvanquished in spirit by the war for
Sicily, since he felt that he had kept the army at
Eryx under his command combative and resolute
until the end, and had only agreed to peace yielding
to circumstances after the defeat of the Cartha-
ginians in the naval battle, he maintained his resolve
and waited for an opportunity to strike. Had not
the mutinous outbreak among the mercenaries
occurred, he would very soon, as far as it lay in his
power, have created some other means and other
resources for resuming the contest, but he was
hampered by these civil disturbances which occupied
all his time and attention. 10. When, on the
suppression of this disturbance by the Carthaginians,
the Romans announced their intention of making
war on Carthage, the latter at first was ready to
negotiate on all points, thinking that, justice being
on her side, she would prevail (about this I have
spoken in the preceding Books, without a perusal
of which it is impossible to follow properly what I
am now saying and what I am about to say); but
as the Romans refused to negotiate, the Cartha-
ginians had to yield to circumstances, and though
deeply aggrieved they were powerless, and evacuated
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BOOK III. 10.3-11.3

Sardinia, agreeing also to pay twelve hundred talents
in addition to the sum previously exacted, in order
not to be forced to accept war at that time. This,
then, we must take to be the second and principal
cause of the subsequent war; for Hamilcar, with
the anger felt by all his compatriots at this last
outrage added to his old indignation, as soon as he
had finally crushed the mutiny of the mercenaries
and secured the safety of his country, at once threw
all his efforts into the conquest of Spain, with the
object of using the resources thus obtained for the
war against Rome. This success of the Carthaginian
project in Spain must be held to be the third cause
of the war, for relying on this increase of strength,
they entered upon it with confidence.

Of the fact that Hamilcar, although he died ten
years before the beginning of the Second Punic War,
contributed much to its origin many evidences can
be found ; but the anecdote I am about to relate
suffices, I think, to confirm this. 11. At the time
when Hannibal on his final defeat by the Romans had
left his native land and was staying at the court of
Antiochus, the Romans, who saw through the pro-
ject of the Aetolians, sent an embassy to Antiochus,
wishing to be fully aware what the king’s purpose
was. The legates, as they saw that Antiochus was
lending an ear to the Aetolians and was disposed to
go to war with Rome, paid many attentions to
Hannibal, wishing to make Antiochus suspicious of
him, as in fact they succeeded in doing. For as time
went on, the king’s mistrust of Hannibal grew ever
more strong; and it fell out on one occasion that
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BOOK III. 11.3-12.3

they came to have a talk about the alienation which
had been secretly growing up between them. In
the course of the conversation Hannibal defended
himself on various grounds, and at length, being at
a loss for further arguments, resorted to the following.
He said that at the time when his father was about
to start with his army on his expedition to Spain,
he himself, then nine years of age, was standing
by the altar, while Hamilcar was sacrificing to Zeus.
When, on the omens being favourable, Hamilcar
had poured a libation to the gods and performed all
the customary rites, he ordered the others who
were attending the sacrifice to withdraw to a slight
distance and calling Hannibal to him asked him
kindly if he wished to accompany him on the ex-
pedition. On his accepting with delight, and, like a
boy, even begging to do it besides, his father took
him by the hand, led him up to the altar, and bade
him lay his hand on the victim and swear never to be
the friend of the Romans. He begged Antiochus,
then, now he knew this for a fact, as long as his
intentions were hostile to Rome, to rely on him con-
fidently and believe that he would have in him his
sincerest supporter, but from the moment he made
peace and alliance with her he had no need to wait
for accusations but should mistrust and beware of
him ; for there was nothing he would not do against
the Romans. 12. Antiochus, listening to this,
thought he spoke genuinely and sincerely and in
consequence abandoned all his former mistrust.
However, we should consider this as an unquestion-
able proof of Hamilcar’s hostility and general pur-
pose, and it is confirmed by the facts. For he made
of his daughter’s husband Hasdrubal and his own
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BOOK 1III. 12.3-13.4

son Hannibal such enemies of Rome that none could
be more bitter. As Hasdrubal died before putting
his purpose into execution, it was not in his case ¢
fully evident, but circumstances put it in the power
of Hannibal to give only too manifest proof of his
inherited hatred of Rome. Therefore, statesmen
should above all take care that the true motives of
the reconciliation of enmities and the formation
of friendships do not escape them. They should
observe when it is that men come to terms under
pressure of circumstances and when owing to their
spirit being broken, so that in the former case
they may regard them as reserving themselves for
a favourable opportunity and be constantly on their
guard, and in the latter they may trust them as
true friends and subjects and not hesitate to com-
mand their services when required.

We must consider, then, the causes of the Hanna-
balic War to have been those I have stated, while
its beginnings were as follows. 18. The Cartha-
ginians could ill bear their defeat in the war for
Sicily, and, as I said above, they were additionally
exasperated by the matter of Sardinia and the
exorbitancy of the sum they had been last obliged
to agree to pay. Therefore, when they had sub-
jugated the greater part of Iberia, they were quite
ready to adopt any measures against Rome which
suggested themselves. On the death of Hasdrubal, 221 s.c.
to whom after that of Hamilcar they had entrusted
the government of Iberia, they at first waited for
a pronouncement on the part of the troops, and when
news reached them from their armies that the soldiers
had unanimously chosen Hannibal as their com-
mander, they hastened to summon a general assembly
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BOOK III. 18.4-14.5

of the commons, which unanimously ratified the
choice of the soldiers. Hannibal on assuming the
command, at once set forth with the view of subduing
a tribe called the Olcades, and arriving before their
most powerful city Althaea,® encamped there and
soon made himself master of it by a series of vigorous
and formidable assaults, upon which the rest of the
tribe were overawed and submitted to the Cartha-
ginians. After exacting tribute from the towns and
possessing himself of a considerable sum, he retired
to winter quarters at New Carthage. By the
generosity he now displayed to the troops under his
command, paying them in part and promising further
payment, he inspired in them great good-will to
himself and high hopes of the future. 14. Next 220s.c.
summer he made a fresh attack on the Vaccaei,
assaulted and took Hermandica at the first onset,
but Arbacala being a very large city with a numerous
and brave population, he had to lay siege to it and
only took it by assault after much pains. Subse-
quently on his return he unexpectedly found himself
in great peril, the Carpetani, the strongest tribe in
the district gathering to attack him and being joined
by the neighbouring tribes, all incited to this by the
fugitive Olcades, and also by those who had escaped
from Hermandica. Had the Carthaginians been
obliged to meet all this host in a pitched battle, they
would assuredly have suffered defeat ; but, as it was,
Hannibal very wisely and skilfully faced about and
retreated so as to place the river Tagus in his front,

¢ Livy calls it Castala.
VOL. It D 33
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BOOK III. 14.5-15.3

and remained there to dispute the crossing, availing
himself of the aid both of the river and of his
elephants, of which he had about forty, so that every-
thing went as he had calculated and as no one else
would have dared to expect. For when the bar-
barians tried to force a crossing at various points,
the greater mass of them perished in coming out of
the river, the elephants following its bank and being
upon them as soon as they landed. Many also were
cut down in the stream itself by the cavalry, as the
horses could bear up better against the current,
and the mounted men in fighting had the advantage
of being higher than the unmounted enemy. Finally,
Hannibal in his turn crossed the river and attacked
the barbarians, putting to flight a force of more than
one hundred thousand. After their defeat none of
the peoples on that side of the Ebro ventured lightly
to face the Carthaginians, with the exception of the
Saguntines. Hannibal tried as far as he could to
keep his hands off this city, wishing to give the
Romans no avowed pretext for war, until he had
secured his possession of all the rest of the country,
following in this his father Hamilcar’s suggestions
and advice.

15. But the Saguntines sent repeated messages to
Rome, as on the one hand they were alarmed for
their own safety and foresaw what was coming, and
at the same time they wished to keep the Romans
informed how well things went with the Cartha-
ginians in Spain. The Romans, who had more than
once paid little attention to them, sent on this
occasion legates to report on the situation. Hannibal
at the same time, having reduced the tribes he
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BOOK 1III, 15.3-10

intended, arrived with his forces to winter at New

Carthage, which was in a way the chief omament&

and capital of the Carthaginian empire in Spain.”

Here he found the Roman legates, to whom he gave
audience and listened to their present communica-)
tion. The Romans protested against his attacking\
Saguntum, which they said was under their protection, '
or crossing the Ebro, contrary to the treaty engage-
ments entered into in Hasdrubal’s time. Hannibal,
being young, full of martial ardour, encouraged by
the success of his enterprises, and spurred on by his
long-standing enmity to Rome, in his answer to the
legates affected to be guarding the interests of
the Saguntines and accused the Romans of having
a short time previously, when there was a party
quarrel at Saguntum and they were called in to
arbitrate, unjustly put to death some of the leading
men. The Carthaginians, he said, would not over-
look this violation of good faith for it was from of
old the principle of Carthage never to neglect the
cause of the victims of injustice. To Carthage,
however, he sent, asking for instructions, since the
Saguntines, relying on their alliance with Rome,
were wronging some of the peoples subject to
Carthage. Being wholly under the influence of
unreasoning and violent anger, he did not allege
the true reasonms, but took refuge in groundless
pretexts, as men are wont to do who disregard
duty because they are prepossessed by passion.
How much better would it have been for him to
demand from the Romans the restitution of Sardinia,
and at the same time of the tribute which they had
so unjustly exacted, availing themselves of the
misfortunes of Carthage, and to threaten war in
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BOOK III. 15.11-16.4

the event of refusal! But as it was, by keeping
silent as to the real cause and by inventing a non-
existing one about Saguntum, he gave the idea that
he was entering on the war not only unsupported
by reason but without justice on his side. The
Roman legates, seeing clearly that war was inevitable,
took ship for Carthage to convey the same protest
to the Government there. They never thought,
however, that the war would be in Italy, but sup-
posed they would fight in Spain with Saguntum for
a base.

16. Consequently, the Senate, adapting their
measures to this supposition, decided to secure their
position in Illyria, as they foresaw that the war
would be serious and long and the scene of it far
away from home. It so happened that at that time
in Illyria Demetrius of Pharos, oblivious of the
benefits that the Romans had conferred on him,
contemptuous of Rome because of the peril to which
she was exposed first from the Gauls and now from
Carthage, and placing all his hopes in the Royal
House of Macedon owing to his having fought
by the side of Antigonus in the battles against
Cleomenes, was sacking and destroying the Illyrian
cities subject to Rome, and, sailing beyond Lissus,
contrary to the terms of the treaty, with fifty boats,
had pillaged many of the Cyclades. The Romans,
in view of those proceedings and of the flourishing
fortunes of the Macedonian kingdom, were anxious
to secure their position in the lands lying east of
Italy, feeling confident that they would have time
to correct the errors of the Illyrians and rebuke and
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BOOK III. 16.5-17.1

chastise Demetrius for his ingratitude and temerity.

But in this calculation they were deceived; for
Hannibal forestalled them by taking Saguntum, and,

as a consequence, the war was not waged in Spain

but at the very gates of Rome and through the
whole of Italy. However, the Romans now moved 219 s.c.
by these considerations dispatched a force under
Lucius Aemilius just before summer in the first year

of the 140th Olympiad to operate in Illyria.

17. Hannibal at the same time quitted New
Carthage with his army and advanced towards
Saguntum. This city lies on the seaward foot of
the range of hills connecting Iberia and Celtiberia,
at a distance of about seven stades from the sea.
The territory of the Saguntines yields every kind
of crop and is the most fertile in the whole of Iberia.
Hannibal, now encamping before the town, set
himself to besiege it vigorously, foreseeing that
many advantages would result from its capture.
First of all he thought that he would thus deprive
the Romans of any prospect of a campaign in Iberia,
and secondly he was convinced that by this blow
he would inspire universal terror, and render the
Iberian tribes who had already submitted more
orderly and those who were still independent more
cautious, while above all he would be enabled to
advance safely with no enemy left in his rear.
Besides, he would then have abundant funds and
supplies for his projected expedition, he would raise
the spirit of his troops by the booty distributed

41



THE HISTORIES OF POLYBIUS

alac 8¢ Ty edvoiav TV ev olkw Kapx’qSowwv dua
8 Tdv awoofa)\naoy.evwv am-o:.g /\a¢vav. 'rocov-ro:,g
8¢ xpddpevos Saa/\o'ywp,o:,s, evep'ng mpooéKeLTo ]
noz\wpma, 'ro-re 127 vwoSeuyp.a ) Zr)\nea moLdY
adTov Kal ywopevos adroupyds Tijs év Tols épyous
Talamrwplas, ot & oq-e mapakaAdy Ta 11)\17017 Kal
9 mapafilws 8idods auwv els Tovg mv8wovs. mdoay
Se Ka.xon-aeecav mu p,epc;wav vvrop,ewas -re/\os év

10 kT /.mm. katd KkpdTos €lle -n;v 17’0)\“'. KUpLOS‘
3¢ yevopevos x(my,oifwv woz\/\wv k.a.:. owpdrwy KaL
kaTaokevis, Ta. uév xpijuar els Tds (dias émi-
Bolds mapélero kara Ty é€ dpyiis mpdleaww, Ta ¢
odpata Sae've:,p.e Ka-rt‘z Y dfb'au éxdoTois TGV ov-
afpafevopevwv,mv d¢ Kafaoxevnvwapaxprnpa mdoay

11 ééémeuspe Tols Kapanowotg. [radra de¢ wpafag od
Suepevoln Tois )\o'ywp.ocs 008’ dmétuye Tijs €€ dpxijs
wpoﬂeoewg, a/\)\a ToUs T€ O'Tpaﬂa'ﬂas mpobupoTépovs
ewozv;ae mpos TO mv8wevew, -rovs Te Kapyndoviovs
e'romovg mapeokedace mpos T ﬂapa'yyeMoy,evov,
avrds Te moMd T@v xp'qtnp.wv peTa TadTA KAT-
ewpydoaTo did 7iis Tdv xopnyidv 7rapa0€aewg.

18 Kara 8¢ 'rovs adTods mupovg Anuajrpros ap,a.
TP ouve wac Ty émBoliy Tdv ‘Pwpaiwy rapavrira
,u,ev ecg 7'121; Avuddny afwxpeaw ¢povpav eweﬂ-em/le
kal Tds dpuolovoas -ravrqs xopnylas, éx Se OV
Aourdv mwéAewy 'rot‘)g ,u,ev av'rmoz\wevop,evovs' émav-
ec)\e-ro, Tols. & avfov ¢w\ots evexecpwe Tas dwva-

2 o'-rew.g, avTos & éx Tov vnOTe'ra'yp,evwv emkefag
Tovs av8pw8€orarovs e{amoxc)\wvs o-vvem-'r]oe ToU-
3 Tovs €ls T (Dapov. 08¢ afpam'yog TGV Pw/.l.acwv,
a¢‘mo,u.€vog els 'r'qv I/\)prSa. UETA TGV SUvap,ewv,
:;1 Oewpdv Tods dmevavriovs Bappodvras émi TH



BOOK III. 17.7-18.3

among them and would conciliate the Carthaginians
at home by the spoils he would send them. From all
these considerations he actively pursued the siege,
now setting an example to the soldiers by sharing
personally the fatigue of the battering operations,
now cheering on the troops and exposing himself
recklessly to danger. At length after ten months
of hardship and anxiety he took the city by storm.
A great booty of money, slaves, and property fell
into his hands. The money, as he had determined,
he set aside for his own purposes, the slaves he
distributed among his men according to rank, and
the miscellaneous property he sent off at once to
Carthage. The result did not deceive his expecta-
tions, nor did he fail to accomplish his original
purpose ; but he both made his troops more eager
to face danger and the Carthaginians more ready
to accede to his demands on them, while he himself,
by setting aside these funds, was able to accomplish
many things of much service to him.

18. While this was taking place Demetrius, getting
wind of the Romans’ purpose, at once sent a con-
siderable garrison to Dimale with the supplies
requisite for such a force. In the other cities he
made away with those who opposed his policy and
placed the government in the hands of his friends
while he himself, selecting six thousand of his bravest
troops, quartered them at Pharos. The Roman
Consul, on reaching Illyria with his army and
observing that the enemy were very confident in
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BOOK III. 18.3-19.2

the natural strength of Dimale and the measures
they had taken for its defence, there being also a
general belief that it was impregnable, decided to
attack it first, wishing to strike terror into them.
Having given instructions to his officers and erected
batteries in several places he began to besiege it.
By capturing it in seven days, he at one blow broke
the spirit of all the enemy, so that from every city
they at once flocked to surrender themselves uncone
ditionally to Rome. Having accepted their sub-
mission and imposed suitable conditions on each
he sailed to Pharos to attack Demetrius himself.
Learning that the city was very strong, that a large
force of exceptionally fine troops was assembled
within it and that it was excellently furnished with
supplies and munitions of war, he was apprehensive
that the siege might prove difficult and long. In
view of this, therefore, he employed the following
impromptu stratagem. Sailing up to the island at
night with his whole force he disembarked the
greater part of it in certain well-wooded dells,
and at daybreak with twenty ships sailed openly
against the harbour which lies nearest to the town.
Demetrius, seeing the ships and contemptuous of
their small number, sallied from the city down to the
harbour to prevent the enemy from landing. On
his encountering them (19) the struggle was very
violent, and more and more troops kept coming out
of the town to help, until at length the whole garrison
had poured out to take part in the battle. The
Roman force which had landed in the night now
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BOOK III. 19.2-11

opportunely arrived, having marched by a concealed
route, and occupying a steep hill between the city
and the harbour, shut off from the town the troops
who had sallied out. Demetrius, perceiving what
had happened, desisted from opposing the landing
and collecting his forces and cheering them on
started with the intention of fighting a pitched
battle with those on the hill. The Romans, seeing
the Illyrians advancing resolutely and in good order,
formed their ranks and delivered a terrible charge,
while at the same time those who had landed
_ from the ships, seeing what was going on, took the

enemy in the rear, so that being attacked on all
sides the Illyrians were thrown into much tumult
and confusion. At the end, being hard pressed both
in front and in the rear, Demetrius’ troops turned
and fled, some escaping to the city, but the greater
number dispersing themselves over the island across
country. Demetrius had some boats lying ready for
such a contingency at a lonely spot, and retreating
there and embarking sailed away at nightfall and
managed to cross and reach King Philip, at whose
court he spent the rest of his life. He was a man of
a bold and venturesome spirit, but with an entire
lack of reasoning power and judgement, defects
which brought him to an end of a piece with the rest
of his life. For having, with the approval of Philip,
made a foolhardy and ill-managed attempt to seize
Messene, he perished in the action, as I shall narrate
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BOOK III. 19.12-20.5

in detail when we reach that date. Aemilius, the
Roman Consul, took Pharos at once by assault and
razed it to the ground, and after subduing the rest
of Illyria and organizing it as he thought best,
returned to Rome late in summer and entered the
city in triumph, acclaimed by all, for he seemed to
have managed matters not only with ability, but
with very high courage.
20. The Romans, when the news of the fall of
Saguntum reached them, did not assuredly hold a
debate on the question of the war, as some authors
allege, even setting down the speeches made on both
sides—a most absurd proceeding. For how could
the Romans, who a year ago had announced to the
Carthaginians that their entering the territory of
Saguntum would be regarded as a casus belli, now
‘when the city itself had been taken by assault,
assemble to debate whether they should go to war
ornot ? How is it that on the one hand these authors
draw a wonderful picture of the gloomy aspect of
the Senate and on the other tell us that fathers
brought their sons from the age of twelve upwards
to the Senate House, and that these boys attended
the debate but divulged not a syllable even to any
of their near relatives ? Nothing in this is the least
true or even probable, unless, indeed, Fortune has
bestowed on the Romans among other gifts that of
being wise from their cradles. No further criticism,
indeed, of such works as those of Chaereas and
Sosylus * is necessary ; they rank in authority, it
seems to me, not with history, but with the common
gossip of a barber’s shop.

¢ Of Chaereas nothing is known. Sosylus was Hannibal’s
Greek teacher and accompanied him on his campaign.
VoL, 11 E 49
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BOOK III. 20.6 -21.6

The Romans, on hearing of the calamity that had
befallen Saguntum, at once appointed ambassadors
and sent them post-haste to Carthage, giving the
Carthaginians the option of two alternatives, the one
of which, if they accepted it, entailed disgrace and
damage, while the other would give rise to extreme
trouble and peril. Either they must give up Han-
nibal and the members of his Council or war would
be declared. On the Roman envoys arriving and
appearing before the Senate and delivering their
message the Carthaginians listened with indignation
to this choice of alternatives, but putting up their
most able member to speak, they entered upon their
justification.  21. They said not a word of the
treaty with Hasdrubal, considering it as not existent,
or if existent, as not concerning them, since it was
made without their approval. Here they quoted
the precedent of the Romans themselves, alleging
that the treaty made in the war for Sicily under
Lutatius, though agreed to by Lutatius, had been
repudiated by the Romans as having been made
without their approval. In all their plea of justi-
fication they founded and insisted on the treaty
at the end of the war for Sicily, in which they said
there was no mention of Iberia, but it was expressly
set down that the allies of each power should be
secure from attack by the other. They pointed out
that at that time the Saguntines were not the allies
of Rome, and to prove their point they read aloud
several extracts from the treaty. The Romans
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BOOK III. 21.6-22.3

refused definitely to discuss the matter of justifica-
tion, saying that while Saguntum still stood unharmed
matters admitted of a plea of justification and it was
possible to reach a decision on the disputed points
by argument, but now that the treaty had been
broken by the seizure of the city either they must
give up the culprits, which would make it clear to
all that they had no share in the wrong, but that it
had been done without their approval, or if they
refused to do so and thus confessed that they were
participators in the misdeed they must accept war.

On this occasion the question was dealt with in
more or less general terms, but I think it necessary
for myself not to neglect it, so that neither those
whose duty and interest it is to be accurately in-
formed about this may deviate from the truth in
critical debates, nor students, led astray by the
ignorance or partisanship of historians, acquire
mistaken notions on the subject, but that there may
be some survey generally recognized as accurate
of the treaties between Rome and Carthage up to
our own time.

22. The first treaty between Rome and Carthage
dates from the consulship of Lucius Junius Brutus
and Marcus Horatius, the first Consuls after the
expulsion of the kings, and the founders of the
Temple of Jupiter Capitolinus. This is twenty-eight 500-508
years, before the crossing of Xerxes to Greece. I™*
give below as accurate a rendering as I can of this
treaty, but the ancient Roman language differs so
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BOOK III. 22.3-23.2

much from the modern that it can only be partially
made out, and that after much application, by the
most intelligent men. The treaty is more or less
as follows : *“ There is to be friendship between the
Romans and their allies and the Carthaginians and
their allies on these terms: The Romans and their
allies not to sail with long ships beyond the Fair
Promontory unless forced by storm or by enemies :
it is forbidden to anyone carried beyond it by
force to buy or carry away anything beyond what
is required for the repair of his ship or for sacrifice,
and he must depart within five days. Men coming
to trade may conclude no business except in the
presence of a herald or town-clerk, and the price
of whatever is sold in the presence of such shall
be secured to the vendor by the state, if the sale
.take place in Libya or Sardinia. If any Roman
come to the Carthaginian province in Sicily, he shall
enjoy equal rights with others. The Carthaginians
shall do no wrong to the peoples of Ardea, Antium,
Laurentium, Circeii, Terracina, or any other city of
the Latins who are subject to Rome. Touching -
those Latins who are not subjects, they shall keep
their hands off their cities, and if they take any city
shall deliver it up to the Romans undamaged. They
shall build no fort in the Latin territory. If they
enter the land in arms, they shall not pass a night
therein.”

23. The “ Fair Promontory ” is that lying in
front of Carthage to the North. The Carthaginians
forbid the Romans absolutely to sail south of this
on its western side in long ships, the reason being,
I think, that they did not wish them to become

* acquainted either with the district round Byssatis or
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BOOK III. 28.2-24.6

that near the greater Syrtis, which they call Emporia,
owing to their great fertility. If anyone, carried
there by a storm or driven by his enemies, requires
anything for the purpose of sacrificing to the gods
or of repairing his ships, he may have this, but nothing
beyond it, and those who touch there must leave
within five days. To Carthage itself and all parts
of Libya on this side of the Fair Promontory, to
Sardinia and the Carthaginian province of Sicily
the Romans may come for trading purposes, and the
Carthaginian state engages to secure payment of
their just debts. The phrasing of this treaty shows
that they consider Sardinia and Libya as their own,
whereas they distinctly express themselves other-
wise about Sicily, mentioning only in the treaty
those parts of it which are under Carthaginian rule.
Similarly, the Romans include in the treaty Latium
alone, making no mention of the rest of Italy as it
was not then subject to-their authority.

24. At a later date they made another treaty, in 306 5.c.?
which the Carthaginians include Tyre and Utica,
and mention, in addition to the Fair Promontory,
Mastia and Tarseum as points beyond which the
Romans may not either make marauding expeditions,
or trade, or found cities. This treaty is more or
less as follows: * There is to be friendship on the
following conditions between the Romans and their
allies and the Carthaginians, Tyrians, and the people
of Utica and their respective allies. The Romans
shall not maraud or trade or found a city on the
farther side of Fair Promontory, Mastia, and
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BOOK III. 24.5-16

Tarseum. If the Carthaginians capture any city
in Latium not subject to Rome, they shall keep the
valuables and the men, but give up the city. If any
Carthaginians take captive any of a people with
whom the Romans have a treaty of peace, but who
are not subject to Rome, they shall not bring them
into Roman harbours, but if one be brought in and
a Roman lay hold of him,s he shall be set free. The
Romans shall not do likewise. If a Roman gets water
or provisions from any place over which the Car-
thaginians rule, he shall not use these provisions to
wrong any member of a people with whom the
Carthaginians have peace and friendship. The
Carthaginians shall not do likewise. If either do
so, the aggrieved person shall not take private
vengeance, and if he do, his wrongdoing shall be
public. No Roman shall trade or found a city in
Sardinia and Libya nor remain in a Sardinian or
Libyan post longer than is required for taking in
provisions or repairing his ship. If he be driven
there by stress of weather, he shall depart within
five days. In the Carthaginian province of Sicily
and at Carthage he may do and sell anything that
is permitted to a citizen. A Carthaginian in Rome
may do likewise.”

Again in this treaty they lay particular stress on
Libya and Sardinia, asserting them to be their own
private property and closing all landing-places to
the Romans, but of Sicily they distinctly speak con-
trariwise, mentioning the part of it subject to them.
Similarly, the Romans in referring to Latium forbid
the Carthaginians to wrong the people of Ardea,
Antium, Circeii, and Terracina, the cities that stand

. a j.6. claims him as his slave.
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BOOK III. 24.16-26.1

on the coast of that Latin territory with which the
treaty is concerned.

25. A further and final treaty with Carthage was
made by the Romans at the time of Pyrrhus’ invasion
before the Carthaginians had begun the war for
Sicily. In this they maintain all the previous agree- 219 5.c.
ments and add the following : * If they make an
alliance with Pyrrhus, both shall make it an express
condition that they may go to the help of each
other in whichever country is attacked. No matter
which require help, the Carthaginians are to pro-
vide the ships for transport and hostilities, but
each country shall provide the pay for its own
men. The Carthaginians, if necessary, shall come
to the help of the Romans by sea too, but no one shall
compel the crews to land against their will.”

The oaths they had to swear were as follows. In
the case of the first treaty the Carthaginians swore
by their ancestral gods and the Romans, following
an old custom, by Jupiter Lapis, and in the case
of this latter treaty by Mars and Quirinus. The
oath by Jupiter Lapis is as follows. The man who
is swearing to the treaty takes in his hand a stone,
and when he has sworn in the name of the state,
he says, ““ If I abide by this my oath may all good
be mine, but if I do otherwise in thought or act, let
all other men dwell safe in their own countries under
their own laws and in possession of their own sub-
stance, temples, and tombs, and may I alone be cast
forth, even as this stone,” and so saying he throws
the stone from his hand.

26. The treaties being such, and preserved as they
are on bronze tablets beside the temple of Jupiter
Capitolinus in the treasury of the Quaestors, who
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BOOK III. 26.2-27.3

can fail to be surprised at Philinus the historian,
not indeed for his ignorance of them, for that is by
no means surprising, since still in my time, the most
aged among the Romans and Carthaginians and
those best versed in public affairs were ignorant of
them ; but how did he venture and on what authority
to state just the opposite, to wit that there was a
treaty between Rome and Carthage by which the
Romans were obliged to keep away from the whole
of Sicily and the Carthaginians from the whole of
Italy, and that the Romans broke the treaty and
their oath by their first crossing to Sicily? There is,
as a fact, no such document at all, nor ever was there ;
yet in his Second Book he states this in so many
words. I mentioned the subject in the introductory
part of this work, but deferred until the present
occasion the detailed treatment it deserves, in view
of the fact that many people, relying on Philinus’
work, have false notions on the subject. True, if
as regards the crossing of the Romans to Sicily any-
one chooses to blame them for having ever consented
to receive into their friendship and afterwards to
help those Mamertines who seized treacherously
not only Messene but Rhegium, he would have good
reason for his disapproval, but if he supposes that
they crossed contrary to treaty and to their oath
he is obviously ignorant of the true facts.

27. At the close of the war for Sicily, then, they 241 r.c.
made another treaty, the clauses of which run as
follows : ‘ The Carthaginians are to evacuate the
whole of Sicily and all the islands between Italy
and Sicily. The allies of both parties are to be
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BOOK III. 27.3-28.3

secure from attack by the other. Neither party is
entitled to impose any contribution to construct
public buildings, or to enrol soldiers, in the dominions

of the other, nor to form alliances with the allies

of the other. The Carthaginians are to pay twelve
hundred talents within ten years, and a sum of a
thousand talents at once. The Carthaginians are

to give up to the Romans all prisoners free of
ransom.”” Later, at the end of the Libyan War, 238 s.c.
after the Romans had actually passed a decree
declaring war on Carthage, they added the following
clause, as I stated above: ‘The Carthaginians

are to evacuate Sardinia and pay a further sum of
twelve hundred talents.” The very last of this
series of agreements is that made with Hasdrubal in
Spain, that * The Carthaginians are not to cross the 228 n.c.
Ebro in arms.” Such is the diplomatic history of

the relations between Rome and Carthage up to the

time of Hannibal.

28. While therefore we find that the crossing of
the Romans to Sicily was not contrary to treaty, for
the second war, that in which they made the treaty
about Sardinia, it is impossible to discover any
reasonable pretext or cause. In this case everyone
would agree that the Carthaginians, contrary to all
justice, and merely because the occasion permitted
it, were forced to evacuate Sardinia and pay the
additional sum I mentioned. For from the charge
brought by the Romans against them in justification
of this, that in the Libyan war they inflicted wrongs
on the crews of ships sailing from Rome, they had
freed them on the occasion when they had received
back from them all their sailors who had been
brought into Carthage and in return gave back
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BOOK III. 28.3-29.6

all their own prisoners as an act of grace and without,
ransom. Of this I have spoken at length in my
previous Book.

Having established these facts it remains for us to
consider, after thorough investigation, to which of
the two states we should attribute the cause of the
Hannibalic war.

29. I have already stated what the Carthaginians
alleged, and will now give the reply of the Romans
—a reply indeed which they did not make at the time
owing to their indignation at the loss of Saguntum,
but it has been given on many occasions and by
many different people at Rome. In the first place
they contend that the treaty with Hasdrubal should
not be ignored, as the Carthaginians had the audacity
to say ; for there was no conditioning clause at the
end as in the treaty made by Lutatius: ‘‘ This
treaty shall be valid if the Roman people also agree
to it,” but Hasdrubal finally and unconditionally
made the agreement in which was the clause, *“ The
Carthaginians shall not cross the Ebro in arms.”
Again, in the treaty about Sicily there was, as the
Carthaginians admit, the clause: * The allies of
either party are to be secure from attack by the
other,” and this does not mean * those who were
allies at that time,” as the Carthaginians interpret
it ; for in that case there would have been a further
clause to the effect either that neither party should
enter into other alliances than their existing ones or
that those subsequently received into alliance should
not be admitted to the benefits of the treaty. But
since neither of these clauses was appended, it is
evident that each party undertook that all allies of
the other, both those then existing and those sub-
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BOOK III. 29.6-380.3

sequently admitted to alliance, should be secure
from attack. This indeed seems a quite reasonable
view ; for surely they would never have made a
treaty by which they deprived themselves of the
freedom to admit into alliance from time to time
any peoples whose friendship seemed to be of
advantage to them, nor, having taken such under
their protection, was it to be supposed that they
would ignore injuries done to them by certain
people. But the chief meaning of the treaty to
both parties when they made it was, that they would
each leave unmolested the existing allies of the other
and in no way admit any of those into their own
alliance, whereas, regarding subsequent alliances,
to which this clause particularly applies, they under-
took not to enlist soldiers or levy contributions in
the provinces of each or in countries allied to each,
and that all allies of each in general should be secure
from attack by the other.

-80. This being so, it is an acknowledged fact that
the Saguntines, a good many years before the time
of Hannibal, placed themselves under the protection
of Rome. The surest proof of this, and one accepted
by the Carthaginians themselves, is that when a
civil disturbance broke out at Saguntum they did
not call in the mediation of the Carthaginians,
although they were close at hand and already
concerning themselves with Spanish matters, but
that of the Romans, and with their help set right
the affairs of the state. Therefore, if we take the
destruction of Saguntum to be the cause of the war we
must allow that the Carthaginians were in the wrong
in beginning the war, both in view of the treaty of
Lutatius, in which it was stipulated that the allies
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BOOK III. 30.3-81.6

of each should be secure from attack by the other,
and in view of the convention made with Hasdrubal,
by which the Carthaginians undertook not to'cross
the Ebro in arms. If, however, we take the cause
of the war to have been the robbery of Sardinia and
the tribute then exacted, we must certainly confess
that they had good reason for entering on the
Hannibalic war, since having yielded only to circum-
stances, they now availed themselves of circumstances
to be avenged on those who had injured them.

81. It might be said by some of these who look
on such things without discernment, that these are
matters which it was not necessary for me to treat
in such detail. My answer is, that if there were any
man who considered that he had sufficient force in
himself to face any circumstances, I should say
perhaps that knowledge of the past was good for
him, but not necessary; but if there is no one in
this world at least who would venture to speak so of
himself either as regards his private fortunes or those
of his country—since, even if all is well with him
now no man of sense could from his present circum-
stances have any reasonable confidence that he will
be prosperous in the future—I affirm for this reason
that such knowledge is not only good but in the
highest degree necessary. For how can anyone
when wronged himself or when his country is
wronged find helpmates and allies; how can he,
when desirous of acquiring some possession or
initiating some project, stir to action those whose
co-operation he wishes ; how, finally, if he is content
with present conditions, can he rightly stimulate
others to establish his own convictions and maintain
things as they are, if he knows nothing at all of the
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past history of those he would influence? For all
men are given to adapt themselves to the present
and assume a character suited to the times, so that
from their words and actions it is difficult to judge
of the principles of each, and in many cases the truth
is quite overcast. But men’s past actions, bringing
to bear the test of actual fact, indicate truly the
principles and opinions of each, and show us where
we may look for gratitude, kindness, and help, and
where for the reverse. It is by this means that we
shall often and in many circumstances find those
who will compassionate our distresses, who will
share our anger or join us in being avenged on our
enemies, all which is most helpful to life both in
public and in private. Therefore both writers and
readers of history should not pay so much attention
to the actual narrative of events, as to what precedes,
what accompanies, and what follows each. For if
~we take from history the discussion of why, how,
and wherefore each thing was done, and whether the
result was what we should have reasonably expected,
‘what is left is a clever essay but not a lesson, and
while pleasing for the moment of no possible benefit
for the future.

32. For this reason I must pronounce those to be
much mistaken who think that this my work is
difficult to acquire and difficult to read owing to the
number and length of the Books it contains. How
much easier it is to acquire and peruse forty Books,
all as it were connected by one thread, and thus to
follow clearly events in Italy, Sicily, and Libya from
the time of Pyrrhus to the capture of Carthage, and
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those in the rest of the world from the flight of
Cleomenes of Sparta on till the battle of the Romans
and Achaeans at the Isthmus, than to read or procure
the works of those who treat of particular transactions.
Apart from their being many times as long as my
history, readers cannot gather anything with cer-
tainty from them, firstly because most of them give
different accounts of the same matter, and next
because they omit those contemporary events by
a comparative review and estimation of which we
can assign its true value to everything much more
surely than by judging from particulars; and,
finally, because it is out of their power even to touch
on what is most essential. For I maintain that far
the most essential part of history is the consideration
of the remote or immediate consequences of events
and especially that of causes. Thus I regard the war
with Antiochus as deriving its origin from that with
Philip, the latter as resulting from that with Han-
nibal, and the Hannibalic war as a consequence of
that about Sicily, the intermediate events, however
many and various their character, all tending to the
same purpose. All this can be recognized and
understood from a general history, but not at all
from the historians of the wars themselves, such as
the war with Perseus or that with Philip, unless
indeed anyone reading their descriptions of the
battles alone conceives that he has acquired an
adequate knowledge of the management and nature
of the whole war. This, however, is not at all so,
and I consider that my history differs to its ad-
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vantage as much from the works on particular
episodes as learning does from listening.

33. I interrupted my narrative to enter on this
digression at the point where the Roman ambassadors
were at Carthage. After listening to the Car-
thaginians’ statement of their case, they made no
other reply but the following. The oldest member
of the embassy, pointing to the bosom of his toga,
told the Senate that it held both war and peace for
them : therefore he would let fall from it and leave
with them whichever of the two they bade him.
The Carthaginian Suffete bade him let fall whichever
the Romans chose, and when the envoy said he would
let fall war, many of the senators cried out at once,
“ We accept it.” The ambassadors and the Senate
parted on these terms.

Hannibal, who was wintering in New Carthage,
in the first place dismissed the Iberians to their own
cities hoping thus to make them readily disposed
to help in the future ; next he instructed his brother
Hasdrubal how to manage the government of Spain
and prepare to resist the Romans if he himself
happened to be absent ; in the third place he took
precautions for the security of Africa, adopting the
very sensible and wise policy of sending soldiers from
Africa to Spain, and vice versa. binding by this measure
the two provinces to reciprocal loyalty. The troops
who crossed to Africa were supplied by the Thersitae,
Mastiani, Iberian Oretes and Olcades, and numbered
twelve hundred horse and thirteen thousand eight
hundred and fifty foot, besides which there were
eight hundred and seventy Balearians, a popular
appellation, derived from ballein, *‘ to throw,” and

77



THE HISTORIES OF POLYBIUS

Sovﬁ'rag, dﬂ'& 8¢ s xpelas 1’a6‘mg crvvwvtfy.ws Kal
70 €fvos awwv ﬂpooa'yopevovm Kal rr)v vijoov.
12 7@y 8¢ mpoetpnuévaw 7ovg p.ev ﬂ)\ewvg els Ta Mera-
ydwa Ths ALALU'I]S’, Twas &8 els avriy Kapyndova
13 katérafev. dmo 8é Tdv modewv TV Meraywrirdv
kadovpuévwy dméoTelley &'Movg eis Kapxnddva me-
{ods TeTpawac)\Lovg, o;mpecag exowas xal Bom-
14 felas dpa Tdfw. éml 85 Ths I,B-qp:.ag amé\rey
AoSpovﬂa TaSG)thw wevmpezg uév 1T€V1‘7]KOVT¢1, Te-
TpripeLs d¢ 8vo rai 1'pl.1)pecg 7re'v1'e. ToUTWY exovo'ag
ﬂ)t'quy.afa ﬂevr'r)pecg pév Tpudroevra Svo, Tpcv;pecs
156 8¢ mévre. kai ,u.'qv inmels Al,ﬂquowawv pév kai
ABiwv 'rev'pa.lcocnovs wev-r'r)lcowa, Aep'y'q‘rwv 8¢
pr.xomovs, No;w.b‘wv 8¢ MaovAiwv kai Maacuo-v-
Mwv kal Makkoiwy kal Mavpovoiwy 7dv mapd Tov
16 Wkeavov xuXiovs Skraxooiovs, melods 8¢ AiBvwy
pplovs xiAiovs dxraroaiovs mevriikovra, Awyvori-
vous Tpiaxoaiovs, Baliapels mevraroaiovs, éAédav-
Tas ei'xozn kal éva.
17 09 xpn 3¢ Ga.up.a{ew Ll aKpLﬁetav s, ava-
ypadijs, eL Tocavﬂ; kexpripela ﬂepc T@v b Vw,-
Bov katr’ ’IBnplov ‘n'e‘npa'yy.evwv ouz poz\zg ow
xprjoaitd Tis adros Kexe:,pucwg Tds kara pépos mpd-
eus, 0U8€ npoxara'ywwcxew, el ﬂGﬂOLT;Ka[LEP mapa-
wAjoov Tols afcomo“rws‘ 1/Jev80p.euozg TV ovy-
18 ypadéwv. 'qp.ag yap ebpdvres émi Aammw mv
padny nw*rnv ev xa)\xwp.an lca'raTeTaypev'qv o’
Avw.ﬁov, xad’ ovs Kacpovg & 'rocg Ka'ra. v I'ra-
AMay Tdmois dveaTpépeto, mavTws évouloapey adTy
mepi ye TGV TowoUTWY &ftémm‘ov etval,‘ 010 Kal xat-
akolovleiy e:.Aoy.eOa. 77 ypadi Ta.v-n)
34 ’AwiBas 8¢ mdvra mpovonbeis mepl Tis doda-
78



BOOK III. 3838.11-84.1

meaning slingers, given to them owing to their skill
with this weapon and extended to their nation and
islands. He stationed most of these troops at
Metagonia in Libya and some in Carthage itself.
From the so-called Metagonian towns he sent four
thousand foot to Carthage to serve both as a rein-
forcement and as hostages. In Spain he left with
his brother Hasdrubal fifty quinqueremes, two
tetraremes, and five triremes, thirty-two of the
quinqueremesand all the triremes being fullymanned.
He also gave him as cavalry Libyo-Phoenicians and
Libyans to the number of four hundred and fifty,
three hundred Ilergetes and eighteen hundred
Numidians drawn from the Masylii, Masaesylii,
Maccoei and Maurusi, who dwell by the ocean, and
as infantry eleven thousand eight hundred and fifty
Libyans, three hundred Ligurians, and five hundred
Balearians, as well as twenty-one elephants.

No one need be surprised at the accuracy of the
information I give here about Hannibal’s arrange-
ments in Spain, an accuracy which even the actual
organizer of the details would have some difficulty
in attaining, and I need not be condemned off-hand
under the idea that I am acting like those authors
who try to make their misstatements plausible.
The fact is that I found on the Lacinian promontory
a bronze tablet on which Hannibal himself had made
out these lists during the time he was in Italy, and
thinking this an absolutely first-rate authority,
decided to follow the document.

34. Hannibal, after taking all precautions for the
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BOOK III. 34.1-8

safety of Africa and Spain, was anxiously awaiting

the arrival of the messengers he expected from the.

Celts. He had informed himself accurately about
the fertility of the land at the foot of the Alps and
near the river Po, the denseness of its population,
the bravery of the men in war, and above all their
hatred of Rome ever since that former war with the
Romans which I described in the preceding Book to
enable my readers to follow all I am about to narrate.
He therefore cherished high hopes of them, and was
careful to send messengers with unlimited promises
to the Celtic chiefs both on this side of the Alps and
in the mountains themselves, thinking that the only
means of carrying the war against the Romans into
Italy was, after surmounting, if possible, the diffi-
culties of the route, to reach the above country and
employ the Celts as co-operators and confederates in
his enterprise. When the messengers arrived and
reported that the Celts consented and awaited him,
at the same time saying that the crossing of the
Alps was very toilsome and difficult, but by no
means 1mp0351ble, he drew out his troops from their
winter quarters in the early spring. As the news
of what had happened in Carthage had just reached
him, his spirits were now high, and trusting in
the favourable disposition of the citizens, he now
called openly on his men to join him in the war
against Rome, impressing upon them the demand
of the Romans that he and all his principal officers
should be given up to them, and pointing out at

218 B.C.

the same time the wealth of the country they were .
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bound for and the friendly feelings of the Gauls
who would be their allies. When he saw that the
soldiers listened gladly and were as eager as himself
to be off, he commended their alacrity and after
ordering them to be ready on the day fixed for his
departure, dismissed the meeting.

35. Having completed the arrangements I men-
tioned above during the winter and thus assured
the security of Africa and Spain, he advanced on the
day he had fixed with an army of about ninety
thousand foot and twelve thousand horse. Crossing
the Ebro, he set about subduing the tribes of the
Ilurgetes, Bargusii, Aerenosii, and Andosini as far
as the Pyrenees, and having reduced them all and
taken some cities by assault, with unexpected
rapidity indeed, but after many severe engagements
and with great loss, he left Hanno in command of
all the country on this side of the river, placing the
Bargusii under his absolute rule, as he mistrusted
them most, owing to their friendly sentiments toward
Rome. He assigned to Hanno out of his own army
ten thousand foot and one thousand horse, and he
left with him all the heavy baggage of the expedi-
tionary force. He dismissed at the same time an
equal number of troops to their homes, with the
view of leaving them well disposed to himself and
encouraging the hope of a safe return in the rest of
the Spaniards, not only those who were serving
with him, but those who remained at home, so that
if he ever had to call on them for reinforcements,
they might all readily respond. With the rest of
his force, thus lightened of its impedimenta and
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consisting now of fifty thousand foot and about nine
thousand horse, he advanced through the Pyrenees
towards the crossing of the Rhone, having now an
army not so strong in number as serviceable and
highly trained owing to the unbroken series of wars
in Spain.

36. That my narrative may not be altogether
obscure to readers owing to their ignorance of the
topography I must explain whence Hannibal started,
what countries he traversed, and into what part of
Italy he descended. Nor must I simply give the
names of countries, rivers, and cities, as some authors
do under the idea that this is amply sufficient for a
clear knowledge. I am of opinion that as regards
known countries the mention of names is of no small
assistance in recalling them to our memory, but in -
the case of unknown lands such citation of names is
just of as much value as if they were unintelligible
and inarticulate sounds. For the mind here has
nothing to lean upon for support and cannot connect
the words with anything known to it, so that the
narrative is associated with nothing in the readers’
mind,* and therefore meaningless to him. We must
therefore light upon and indicate a method which
will make it possible when speaking of unknown
places to convey to the reader a more or less real
and familiar notion of them.

Now the primary and most general conception and
one common to all mankind is the division and order-
ing of the heavens by which all of us, even those of
the meanest capacity, distinguish East, West, South,
and North: The next step in knowledge is to classify
the parts of the earth under each of these divisions,

e Of. Bk. v. 21. 4.
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BOOK III. 86.7-87.9

ever mentally referring each statement to one of
them until we arrive at a familiar conception of
unknown and unseen regions. This once established
as regards the whole earth, it remains for me to lay
before my readers the division on the same principle
of that portion of the world known to us. This is
divided into three parts, each with its name, the one
part being called Asia, the second Africa, and the
third Europe. Their respective boundaries are the
river Don, the Nile, and the straits at the Pillars of
Hercules. Asia lies between the Nile and Don
and falls under that portion of the heaven lying
between the north-east and the south. Africa lies
between the Nile and the Pillars of Hercules, and it
falls under the portion of the heaven which extends
from the south to the south-west and west, as far as
the point of the equinoctial sunset, in which latter
quarter are the Pillars of Hercules. These two
divisions of the earth, then, regarded from a general
point of view, occupy the part of it which lies to the
south of the Mediterranean, reaching from east to
west. Europe lies opposite to them on the north
shore of this sea, extending continuously from east
to west, its most compact and deepest portion lying
due north between the Don and the Narbo, the
latter river being not far to the west of Marseilles
and of the mouths by which the Rhone discharges
itself into the Sardinian Sea. The Celts inhabit the
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BOOK III. 87.9-88.5

country near the Narbo and beyond it as far as the
chain of the Pyrenees which stretches in an unbroken
line from the Mediterranean to the Outer Sea. The
remaining part of Europe beyond the Pyrenees
reaching to its western end and to the Pillars of
Hercules is bounded on the one side by the Mediter-
ranean and on the other by the Outer Sea, that
portion which is washed by the Mediterranean as far
as the Pillars of Hercules being called Iberia, while
that part which lies along the Outer or Great Sea
has no general name, as it has only recently come
under notice, but is all densely inhabited by bar-
barous tribes of whom I shall speak more particularly
on a subsequent occasion. 38. Just as with regard
to Asia and Africa where they meet in Aethiopia
no one up to the present has been able to say with
certainty whether the southern extension of them
is continuous land or is bounded by a sea, so that
part of Europe which extends to the north between
the Don and Narbo is up to now unknown to us, and
will remain so unless the curiosity of explorers lead
to some discoveries in the future. We must pro-
nounce that those who either by word of mouth or
in writing make rash statements about these regions
have no knowledge of them, and invent mere fables.

I have said so much in order that my narrative
should not be without something to range itself
under in the minds of those who are ignorant of the
localities, but that they should have some notion at
least of the main geographical distinctions, with
which they can connect in thought and to which
they can refer my statements, calculating the position
of places from the quarter of the heaven under which
they lie. For as in the case of physical sight we
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BOOK III. 88.5-389.9

are in the habit of turning our faces in the direction
of any object pointed out to us, so should we mentally
ever turn and shift our glance to each place to which
the story calls our attention.

39. Dismissing this matter I will now continue
my narrative. At the time of which we are speaking
the Carthaginians were masters of all that part of
Africa which looks towards the Mediterranean from
the Altars of Philaenus® on the Greater Syrtis as
far as the Pillars of Hercules. The length of this
coast-line is more than sixteen thousand stades.
Crossing the straits at the Pillars of Hercules they
had similarly subdued all Iberia as far as the point
on the coast of the Mediterranean where the
Pyrenees, which separate the Celts from the Iberians,
end. This spot is about eight thousand stades distant
from the mouth of this sea at the Pillars of Hercules,
the distance being three thousand stades from the
Pillars to New Carthage, from which place Hannibal
started for Italy, two thousand six hundred stades
from hence to the Ebro, and from the Ebro to Em-
porium one thousand six hundred stades. From
Emporium to Narbo it is about six hundred stades,
and from Narbo to the passage of the Rhone about
sixteen hundred, this part of the road having now
been carefully measured by the Romans and marked
with milestones at every eighth stade. From the
Ppassage of the Rhone, following the bank of the river
in the direction of its source as far as the foot of
the pass across the Alps to Italy, the distance is

¢ Originally the boundary between Egypt and Cyrene.
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BOOK III. 39.10-40.6

fourteen hundred stades, and the length of the actual
pass which would bring Hannibal down into the
plain of the Po, about twelve hundred. So that to
arrive there he had, starting from New Carthage,
to march about nine thousand stades. Of this, as
far as distance goes, he had nearly traversed the
half, but if we look to difficulty far the largest part
lay before him.

40. While Hannibal was thus attempting to cross
the Pyrenees, in great fear of the Celts owing to
the natural strength of the passes, the Romans,
having received from the envoys they had sent to
Carthage an account of the decision arrived at, and
the speeches made there, and on news reaching
them sooner than they had expected that Hannibal
had crossed the Ebro with his army, determined to
send, with their legions, the Consuls Publius Cornelius
Scipio to Spain and Tiberius Sempronius Longus to
Africa.

While occupied in enrolling the legions and making
other preparations they were pushing on the project
of establishing in Cisalpine Gaul the colonies on
which they had decided. They took active steps
to fortify the towns, and ordered the colonists, who
were about six thousand in number for either city,
" to be on the spot within thirty days. The one city
they founded on this side of the Po, calling it
Placentia, the other, which they named Cremona,
on the far side. Scarce had both these colonies
been established when the Boii Gauls, who had been
for long as it were lying in wait to throw off their
allegiance to Rome, but had hitherto found no
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opportunity, elated now by the messages they
received assuring them of the near arrival of the
Carthaginians, revolted from Rome, abandoning the
hostages they gave at the end of the former war
which I described in my last Book. Calling on the
Insubres to join them, whose support they easily
gained owing to their long-standing rancour against
Rome, they overran the lands which the Romans
had allotted to their colonies and on the settlers
taking to flight, pursued them to Mutina, a Roman
colony, and there besieged them. Among those
shut up there were three men of high rank who
had been sent to carry out the partitionment of the
country, Gaius Lutatius, a former Consul, and two
former Praetors. On these three requesting a parley
with the Boii, the latter consented, but when they
came out for the purpose they treacherously made
them prisoners, hoping by means of them to get
back their own hostages. When the Praetor Lucius
Manlius, who with his troops was occupying an
advanced position in the neighbourhood, heard of
this, he hastened up to give help. The Boii had
heard of his approach, and posting ambuscades in a
certain forest attacked him from all sides at once
as soon as he reached the wooded country, and
killed many of the Romans. The remainder at first
took to flight, but on getting to higher ground
rallied just enough to give their retreat an appear-
ance of order. The Boii following at their heels
shut this force too up in the place called Vicus
Tannetis.® When the news reached Rome that the
« Near Parma.
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fourth legion was surrounded by the Boii and
besieged, they instantly sent off the legions destined
for Publius under the command of a Praetor to its
assistance, ordering Publius to enrol other legions
from the allies.

41. The condition and course of Celtic affairs from
the outset up to the arrival of Hannibal were such
as I have narrated here and in the previous Book.
The two Roman Consuls, having made all prepara-
tions for their respective enterprises, set sail early-
in summer to take in hand the operations determined
on, Publius bound for Iberia with sixty ships and
Tiberius Sempronius for Africa with a hundred and
sixty quinqueremes. With these he threatened
such a redoubtable expedition and made such vast
preparations at Lilybaeum, collecting all kinds of
forces from everywhere, that it seemed as if he
expected to sail up to Carthage and at once lay
siege to it. Publius, coasting along Liguria, reached
the neighbourhood of Marseilles from Pisa in five
days, and coming to anchor off the first mouth of
the Rhone, known as the Massaliotic mouth, dis-
embarked his forces there, having heard that Han-
nibal was already crossing the Pyrenees, but con-
vinced that he was still at a distance of many days’
march owing to the difficulty of the country and the
numbers of Celtic tribes between them. Hannibal,
however, who had bribed some of the Celts and
forced others to give him passage, unexpectedly
appeared with his army at the crossing of the Rhone,
having marched with the Sardinian Sea on his right.
Publius, when the arrival of the enemy was reported
to him, being partly incredulous owing to the
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rapidity of their advance and partly desirous of
ascertaining the exact truth—while he himself was
refreshing his troops after their voyage and con-
sulting with his Tribunes in what place it would be
wisest to offer battle to the enemy—sent out three
hundred of his bravest cavalry, giving them as guides
and supports certain Celts who were in the service
of the Massaliots as mercenaries.

42. Hannibal, on reaching the neighbourhood of
the river, at once set about attempting to cross it
where the stream is single at a distance of about
four days’ march from the sea. Doing his best to
make friends with the inhabitants of the bank, he
bought up all their canoes and boats, amounting to
a considerable number, since many of the people
on the banks of the Rhone engage in maritime
trafic. He also got from them the logs suitable
for making the canoes, so that in two days he had
an innumerable quantity of ferry-boats, every one
doing his best to dispense with any assistance and
relying on himself for his chance of getting across.
In the meantime a large force of barbarians had
gathered on the opposite bank to prevent the Car-
thaginians from crossing. Hannibal observing this
and concluding that as things stood it was neither
possible to force a crossing in face of such a strong
hostile force nor to put it off, lest he should find
himself attacked on all sides, sent off on the third
night after his arrival a portion of his army, giving
them native guides and placing them under the
command of Hanno, the son of Bomilcar the Suffete.
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BOOK III. 42.7-43.4

Advancing up the bank of the river for two hundred
stades they reached a place at which the stream
divides, forming an island, and here they stopped.
Using the timber they found ready to hand and either
nailing or lashing logs together they soon constructed
a number of rafts sufficient for their present need,
and on these they crossed in safety, meeting with
no opposition. Occupying a post of some natural
strength they remained there for that day to rest
after their exertions and at the same time to prepare
for the movement which they had been ordered to
execute. Hannibal, moreover, with the part of the
army that remained behind with him, was similarly
occupied. The question that caused him the greatest
embarrassment was how to get the elephants, thirty-
seven in number, across.

43. On the fifth night, however, the force which had
already crossed began a little before dawn to advance
along the opposite bank against the barbarians there,
while Hannibal had got his soldiers ready and was
waiting till the time for crossing came. He had
filled the boats with his light horse and the canoes
with his lightest infantry. The large boats were
placed highest up stream and the lighter ferry-boats
farther down, so that the heavier vessels receiving
the chief force of the current the canoes should be
less exposed to risk in crossing. They hit on the
plan of towing the horses astern of the boats swim-
ming, one man at each side of the stern guiding
three or four horses by their leading reins, so that
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BOOK III. 48.4-12

a considerable number were got across at once in
the first batch. The barbarians seeing the enemy’s
project poured out of their camp, scattered and in
no order, feeling sure that they would easily prevent
the Carthaginians from landing. Hannibal, as soon
as he saw that the force he had previously sent across
was near at hand on the opposite bank, they having
announced their approach by a smoke-signal as
arranged, ordered all in charge of the ferry-boats
to embark and push up against the current. He was
at once obeyed, and now with the men in the boats
shouting as they vied with one another in their
efforts and struggled to stem the current, with the
two armies standing on either bank at the very brink
of the river, the Carthaginians following the progress
of the boats with loud cheers and sharing in the
fearful suspense, and the barbarians yelling their
war-cry and challenging to combat, the scene was
in the highest degree striking and thrilling. At
this moment, the barbarians having deserted their
tents, the Carthaginians on the far bank attacked
suddenly and unexpectedly, and while some of them
set fire to the enemy’s encampment, the larger
portion fell upon the defenders of the passage. The
barbarians, taken quite by surprise, rushed some
of them to save their tents, while others defended
themselves against their assailants. Hannibal, all
falling out favourably as he had purposed, at once
marshalled those of his men who .were the first
to land, and after addressing some words of exhorta-
tion to them, led them to meet the barbarians,
upon which the Celts, owing to their disordered
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BOOK III. 48.12 - 44. 10

condition and to their being taken by surprise, soon
turned and turned to flight.

44. The Carthaginian general, having thus made
himself master of the passage and defeated the
enemy, at once occupied himself in fetching over
the men who had been left on the other bank,
and having in a very short time brought his whole
army across encamped for that night beside the river.
Next morning, hearing that the Roman fleet was
anchored off the mouths of the Rhone, he selected
five hundred of his Numidian horse and sent them
off to observe the whereabouts and number of the
enemy and what they were about. At the same time
he set the proper men to the task of bringing the
elephants across and then called a meeting of his
soldiers and, introducing Magilus and the other
chieftains who had come to him from the plain of
the Po, made the troops acquainted through a
dragoman with what they reported to be the decision
of their tribes. What encouraged the soldiers most
in their address was firstly the actual and visible
presence of those Gauls who were inviting them
to Italy and promising to join them in the war
against Rome, and secondly the reliance they placed
on their promise to guide them by a route which
would take them without their being exposed to
any privations, rapidly and safely to Italy. In
addition to this the Gauls dwelt on the richness and
extent of the country they were going to, and the
eager spirit of the men by whose side they were
about to face the armies of Rome. The Celts, after
speaking in this sense, withdrew. and Hannibal
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BOOK III. 44.10-45.3

himself now came forward and began by reminding
them of their achievements in the past : though, he
said, they had undertaken many hazardous enter-
prises and fought many a battle they had never met
with ill success when they followed his plans and
counsels. Next he bade them be of good heart
considering that the hardest part of their task was
now accomplished, since they had forced the passage
of the river and had the testimony of their own eyes
and ears to the friendly sentiments and readiness
to help of their allies. He begged them therefore
to be at their ease about details which were his own
business, but to obey orders and behave like brave
men and in a manner worthy of their own record
in the past. When the men applauded him, exhibit-
ing great enthusiasm and ardour, he commended
them and, after offering a prayer to the gods on
behalf of all, dismissed them, bidding them get
everything ready expeditiously as they would start
on their march next day.

45. After the assembly had broken up the
Numidian scouts who had been sent out to recon-
noitre returned, the greater part of the force lost
and the remainder in headlong flight. Not far from
their own camp they had fallen in with the Roman
cavalry sent out by Publius on the same errand,
and both forces had shown such heroism in the
engagement that the Romans and Celts lost about
a hundred and forty horsemen and the Numidians
more than two hundred. Afterwards the Romans
carried their pursuit close up to the Carthaginian
camp, and having surveyed it, turned and hastily
rode off to report to the Consul the arrival of the
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BOOK III. 45.3 - 46.6

enemy, and on reaching their camp did so. Publius
at once put his baggage on board the ships and
started with his whole army marching up the river
bank with the view of encountering the Carthaginians,

Hannibal, on the day after the assembly, advanced
his cavalry in the direction of the sea to act as a
covering force and then moved his infantry out of
the camp and sent them off on their march, while
he himself waited for the elephants and the men who
had been left with them. The way they got the
elephants across was as follows. 46. They built a
number of very solid rafts and lashing two of these
together fixed them very firmly into the bank of
the river, their united width being about fifty feet.
To these they attached others on the farther side;
prolonging the bridge out into the stream. They
secured the side of it which faced the current by
cables attached to the trees that grew on the bank,
so that the whole structure might remain in place
and not be shifted by the current. When they had
made the whole bridge or pier of rafts about two
hundred feet long they attached to the end of it
two particularly compact ones, very firmly fastened
to each other, but so connected with the rest that
the lashings could easily be cut. They attached to
these several towing-lines by which boats were to
tow them, not allowing them to be carried down
stream, but holding them up against the current, and
thus were to convey the.elephants which would be in
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BOOK III. 46.6 —47.2

them across. After this they piled up a quantity
of earth on all the line of rafts, until the whole was
on the same level and of the same appearance as
the path on shore leading to the crossing. The
animals were always accustomed to obey their
mahouts up to the water, but would never enter it
on any account, and they now drove them along
over the earth with two females in front, whom
they obediently followed. As soon as they set foot
on the last rat{s the ropes which held these fast to
the others were cut, and the boats pulling taut, the
towing-lines rapidly tugged away from the pile of
earth the elephants and the rafts on which they
stood. Hereupon the animals becoming very alarmed
at first turned round and ran about in all directions,
but as they were shut in on all sides by the stream
they finally grew afraid and were compelled to keep
quiet. In this manner, by continuing to attach two
rafts to the end of the structure, they managed to
get most of them over on these, but some were so
frightened that they threw themselves into the river
when half-way across. The mahouts of these were
all drowned, but the elephants were saved, for
owing to the power and length of their trunks they
kept them above the water and breathed through
them, at the same time spouting out any water
that got into their mouths and so held out, most
of them passing through the water on their feet.

47, Af}:er the elephants had been put across,
Hannibal, taking them and his cavalry and forming
these into a rear-guard, advanced up the river bank
away from the sea in an easterly direction as though
making for the centre of Europe. The Rhone rises
north-west of the head of the Adriatic on the northern
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slope of the Alps, and running in a south-westerly
direction, falls into the Sardinian Sea. A great part
of its course is through a deep valley, to the north
of which lives the Celtic tribe of the Ardyes, while
on the south it is bounded for its whole extent by
the northern spurs of the Alps. The plain of the
Po which I described above at length is separated
from the Rhone valley by the lofty main chain of
these mountains, which starting from Marseilles
extends to the head of the Adriatic. It is this chain
which Hannibal now crossed to enter Italy from the
Rhone valley.

Some of the writers who have described this
passage of the Alps, from the wish to impress their
readers by the marvels they recount of these moun-
tains, are betrayed into two vices ever most alien
to true history; for they are compelled to make
both false statements and statements which contra-
dict each other. While on the one hand introducing ‘.
Hannibal as a commander of unequalled courage -
and foresight, they incontestably represent him to
us as entirely wanting in prudence, and again, being
unable to bring their series of falsehoods to any close
or issue they introduce gods and the sons of gods
into the sober history of facts. By representing
the Alps as being so steep and rugged that not only
horses and troops accompanied by elephants, but
even active men on foot would have difficulty in
passing, and at the same time picturing to us the
desolation of the country as being such, that unless
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some god or hero had met Hannibal and showed him
the way, his whole army would have gone astray
and perished utterly, they unquestionably fall into
both the above vices. 48. For in the first place
can we imagine a more imprudent general or a more
incompetent leader than Hannibal would have been,
if with so large an army under his command and all
his hopes of ultimate success resting on it, he did
not know the roads and the country, as these writers
say, and had absolutely no idea where he was
marching or against whom, or in fact if his enter-
prise were feasible or not ? What they would have
us believe is that Hannibal, who had met with
no check to diminish his high hopes of success,
ventured on a course that no general, even after
a crushing defeat and utterly at his wits’ end, would
take, to march, that is, into a country as to which
he had no information. Similarly, in what they say
about the loneliness, and the extreme steepness
and difficulty of the road, the falsehood is manifest.
For they never took the trouble to learn that the
Celts who live near the Rhone not on one or on two
occasions only before Hannibal’s arrival but often,
and not at any remote date but quite recently, had
crossed the Alps with large armies and met the
Romans in the field side by side with the Celts who
inhabit the plain of the Po (as I narrated in an
earlier Book) nor are they aware that there is a
considerable population in the Alps themselves ;
but in entire ignorance of all this they tell us that
some hero appeared and showed the road. The
natural consequence is that they get into the same
difficulties as tragic dramatists, all of whom, to bring
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their dramas to a close, require a deus ex machina,
as the data they choose on which to found their
plots are false and contrary to reasonable probability.
These writers are necessarily in the same strait and
invent apparitions of heroes and gods, since the
beginnings on which they build are false and im-
probable ; for how is it possible to finish conform-
ably to reason what has been begun in defiance of
it? Of course Hannibal did not act as these writers
describe, but conducted his plans with sound prac-
tical sense. He had ascertained by careful inquiry
the richness of the country into which he proposed
to descend and the aversion of the people to the
Romans, and for the difficulties of the route he
employed as guides and pioneers natives of the
country, who were about to take part in his adven-
ture, On these points I can speak with some
confidence as I have inquired about the circum-
stances from men present on the occasion and have
personally inspected the country and made the
passage of the Alps to learn for myself and see.

49. Now the Roman Consul Publius arrived at the
crossing of the river three days after the departure
of the Carthaginians, and finding the enemy gone
was in the highest degree astonished, as he had been
convinced that they would never venture to march
on Italy by this route owing to the number and
unruly character of the native inhabitants. On
seeing that they had done so he returned with all
speed to his ships and began to embark his forces.
Sending his brother to conduct the campaign in
Spain, he himself turned back and made sail for
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Italy with the design of marching rapidly through
Etruria and reaching the foot of the pass over the
Alps before the enemy.

Hannibal, marching steadily from the crossing-
place for four days, reached a place called the
*“Island,” a populous district producing abundance of
corn and deriving its name from its situation; for
the Rhone and Isére running along each side of it
meet at its point. It is similar in size and shape
to the Egyptian Delta; only in that case the sea

. forms the base line uniting the two branches of the
Nile, while here the base line is formed by a range
of mountains difficult to climb or penetrate, and, one
may say, almost inaccessible. On arriving there he
found two brothers disputing the crown and posted
over against each other with their armies, and on
the elder one making overtures to him and begging
him to assist in establishing him on the throne, he
consented, it being almost a matter of certainty that
under present circumstances this would be of great
service to him. Having united with him therefore
to attack and expel the other, he derived great
assistance from the victor; for not only did he
furnish the army with plenty of corn and other
provisions but he replaced all their old and worn
weapons by new ones, thus freshening up the whole
force very opportunely. He also supplied most of
them with warm clothing and foot-wear, things of
the greatest possible service to them in crossing the
mountains. But the most important of all was,
that the Carthaginians being not at all easy on the
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subject of their passage through the territory of the
Allobroges, he protected them in the rear with his
own forces and enabled them to reach the foot of
the pass in safety.

50. After a ten days’ march of eight hundred
stades along the bank of the Is¢re * Hannibal began
the ascent of the Alps and now found himself involved
in very great difficulties. For as long as they had been
in flat country, the various chiefs of the Allobroges
had left them alone, being afraid both of the cavalry
and of the barbarians who were escorting them.
But when the latter had set off on their return home,
and Hannibal’s troops began to advance into the
difficult region, the Allobrogian chieftains got
together a considerable force and occupied advan-
tageous positions on the road by which the Car-
thaginians would be obliged to ascend. Had they
only kept their project secret, they would have
utterly annihilated the Carthaginian army, but, as
it was, it was discovered, and though they inflicted
a good deal of damage an Hannibal, they did more
injury to themselves; for the Carthaginian general
having learnt that the barbarians had seized on these
critical positions, encamped himself at the foot of
the pass, and remaining there sent on in advance
some of his Gaulish guides, to reconnoitre and report
on the enemy’s plan and the whole situation. His
orders were executed, and on learning that the
enemy remained most strictly at their post during
the day-time but retired at night to a neighbouring
township, he adapted his measures to this intelligence

¢ Polybius says simply “¢ the river.”
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and arranged the followingTplan. He advanced
openly with his whole army, and on approaching the
difficult points he encamped not far from the enemy.
As soon as it was night, he ordered the fires to be lit,
and leaving the greater part of his forces there,
took the men most fitted for the enterprise, whom
he had lightened of their accoutrements, and passing
through the narrow part of the road occupied the
posts abandoned by the enemy, who had retired as
usual to the town. 51. At daylight the enemy
observed what had happened and at first desisted
from their project, but afterwards on seeing the
long string of sumpter-animals and horsemen slowly
and with difficulty winding up the narrow path, they
were tempted by this to molest their march. On
their doing so and attacking at several different
points, the Carthaginians suffered great loss chiefly
in horses and sumpter-mules, not so much at the
hands of the barbarians as owing to the ground.
For the road up the pass being not only narrow
and uneven but precipitous, the least movement or
disturbance caused many of the animals to be pushed
over the precipice with their packs. It was chiefly
the horses on being wounded which caused the
disturbance, some of them, terrified by the pain,
turning and meeting the pack-animals and others
rushing on ahead and pushing aside in the narrow
path everything that came in their way, thus creating
a general confusion. Hannibal, on seeing this and
reflecting that there would be no chance of safety
even for those who escaped from the battle if the
pack-train were destroyed, took with him the men

123



THE HISTORIES OF POLYBIUS

Tas ™y vikTa Tas dmepPolds dpunoe mapafonbii-
70wy Tols T} mopeig mpolaPolow. o yevouévou
moMol puév Tdv modeplwv dmrddAvvro dia TO molei-
olar ™y épodov éf Vmepdeflwv Tov *AwiBav, odk
8 éAdrTous 8¢ Kai T@v Wdiwv: ¢ yap Kan'&. -r'r‘)v mopelay
9opvﬂos é a;uﬁow noéero 8¢a Ty T@V mpoep-
9 uévay Kpavyv‘)v Kal wywhoxnv. emel 8¢ 'rovs ey
mAelorovs 7@V *AMofpiywy dmékTeive, Tovs 8¢ Aot-
movs rpez/tcip.evog Nvdykace uyeiv els Ty oixez'av,
ToTE &) ‘TO yev en wepl.)\emop,evov 11-/\1)009 T@v vmo-
{v'ycwv kal v mﬂrwv oA kal Ta)ta.mwpwg Sujvve
10 Tas dvoywplas, adros 8¢ ovvalbpoloas Goovs 1731:-
vato mAeloTovs e’lc 70D mvvaov, wpooeﬂa/\e mpos
v w6, é s é ewotnaav‘ro ™ op,qu ot moAéutot.
11 Ka.ra)\a.ﬁwv 35 oyedov & éprpov dua -ro wav‘rag emckr)-
Ofvac wpos Tas w¢e/\ew,g, éykparis e'yeve'ro Ths w6~
)\ews. €K 8¢ TovTov ﬂoMa crvveﬂ'q T@V xpnoipwy
12 atrrw ‘rrpos 're 70 m'l.pov kal 11'pog 70 ,u.e)V\ov. ‘rra.p-
avrika yev 'ya.p elcoy.wa‘ro w)ﬂ'rﬂog inmwy kal vmo-
Cv'ycwv Ka:, TV aya 'rov-rocs ea)twko'rwv avSpwv,
els 86 1'0 néMov é Eoxe y,ev mu ovrov m.u 0pep./.l.a-
13 Twv émi dvelv Ka.c prw np,epatg evwopzav, 70 85
auvéyov, ¢o,30v evel.p'yaoaro Tols e{’qg, wpog 76 p1)
70/\p,av avTd padiws é €yxetpety pndéva @V mapa-
KeLpuévawy Tals avaBo ais.
52 Tére ,uev ouv av'rov womoay.evog 1~qv wapep.ﬁo-
2 Ay, Kai ,u.c.av emp.ewas Nuépav, adlbis & wppa. Tais
ef'qg puéxpL pév Twos aqua)tws 8;1rye ™Y oTpa-
Tudy- 1)317 o¢ Terapraios wv au@cs ecs lcw3vvovs
3 mapeyévero peydlovs. ol yap mepi —r'qv diodov oi-
Kkolvres aupdporjcavres émi 60Aw oumivTwy adTd,

124



BOOK III. 51.6-52.3

who had occupied the heights at night and hastened
to render assistance to the head of the marching
column. He inflicted great loss on the Allobroges,
as he was charging from higher ground, but the loss
was equally heavy among his own troops, since the
column on the march was thrown into further con-
fusion in both directions at once owing to the
shouting and struggling of those taking part in this
combat. It was only when he had put the greater
part of the Allobroges to the sword and compelled
the rest to take to flight and run for their own
land, that the remainder of the pack-train and the
horses got slowly and with great difficulty over the
dangerous part, and he himself rallying as many
troops as he could after the fight, attacked the town
from which the enemy had issued to make their
onslaught. He found it nearly deserted, as all the
inhabitants had been tempted out by hope of pillage,
and seized on it. This proved of great service to
him for the future as well as the present; for not
only did he recover a number of pack-animals and
horses and the men who had been captured together
with them, but he got a supply of corn and cattle
amply sufficient for two or three days, and in addition
to this he struck such terror-into the next tribes
that none of those in the neighbourhood of the ascent
were likely to venture to molest him.

52. For the present, he encamped here, and after
a stay of one day resumed his march. For the
following days he conducted the army in safety up
to a certain point, but on the fourth day he was
again placed in great danger. The natives near the
pass conspired together and came out to meet him
with treacherous intentions, holding olive-branches
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BOOK III. 52.3-538.2

and wreaths, which nearly all the barbarians use as
tokens of friendship, just as we Greeks use the
herald’s staff. Hannibal, who was a little suspicious
of such proffers of alliance, took great pains to
ascertain what their project and general motives
were. When they told him that they knew all about
the capture of the city and the destruction of those
who had attempted to do him wrong, and assured
him that for this reason they were come to him,
as they neither wished to inflict nor to suffer any
injury, and on their promising to give him hostages
from among themselves, he for long hesitated, dis-
trusting their word. But, reflecting that if he
accepted their offers, he might perhaps make them
more chary of attacking him and more pacific, but
that if he refused, they would certainly be his
declared enemies, he finally agreed to their proposals,
and feigned to accept their friendship. Upon the
barbarians now delivering the hostages and providing
him with cattle in abundance, and altogether putting
themselves unreservedly into his hands, he trusted
‘in them so far as to employ them as guides for the
next difficult part of the road. But after two days’
march these same barbarians collecting and following
on the heels of the Carthaginians, attacked them as
they were traversing a certain difficult and precipitous
gorge. 53. On this occasion Hannibal’s whole army
would have been utterly destroyed, had he not still
been a little apprehensive and foreseeing such a
contingency placed the pack-train and cavalry at
the head of the column and the heavy infantry in
the rear. As the latter now acted as a covering
force, the disaster was less serious, the infantry
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BOOK III. 538.3-54.1

meeting the brunt of the attack. But in spite of
all this a great many men, pack-animals, and horses
were lost. For the enemy being on higher ground
skirted along the slopes and either by rolling rocks
down or by hurling stones from the hand threw the
Carthaginians into such extreme peril and confusion
that Hannibal was compelled to pass the night with
half of his force at a certain place defended by bare
rocks and separated from his horses and pack-train,
whose advance he waited to cover, until after a
whole night’s labour they managed to extricate
themselves from the defile. Next day, the enemy
having taken their departure, he joined the cavalry
and pack-animals and advanced to the summit of
the pass, encountering no longer any massed force
of barbarians, but molested from time to time and
in certain places by some of them who took advantage
of the ground to attack him either from the rear
or from the front and carry off some of the pack-
animals. In these circumstances the elephants were
of the greatest service to him ; for the enemy never
dared to approach that part of the column in which
these animals were, being terrified by the strange-
ness of their appearance. After an ascent of nine
days Hannibal reached the summit, and encamping
there remained for two days to rest the survivors
of his army and wait for stragglers. During this
interval a good many of the horses which had broken
away in terror and a number of those sumpter-animals
which had thrown off their packs returned strangely
enough, having followed the track of the march,
and came into the camp. 54. As it was now close
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on the setting of the Pleiads snow had already
gathered on the summit, and noticing that the men
wére in bad spirits owing to all they had suffered
up to now and expected to suffer he summoned them
to a meeting and attempted to cheer them up, rely-
ing chiefly for this purpose on the actual view of
Italy, which lies so close under these mountains,
that when both are viewed together the Alps stand
to the whole of Italy in the relation of a citadel to
a city. Showing them, therefore, the plain of the
Po, and reminding them of the friendly feelings of
the Gauls inhabiting it, while at the same time
pointing out the situation of Rome itself, he to some
extent restored their spirits. Next day he broke
up his camp and began the descent. During this he
encountered no enemy, except a few skulking
marauders, but owing to the difficulties of the ground
and the snow his losses were nearly as heavy as on
the ascent. The descending path was very narrow
and steep, and as both men and beasts could not
tell on what they were treading owing to the snow,
all that stepped wide of the path or stumbled were
dashed down the precipice. This trial, however, they
put up with, being by this time familiar with such
sufferings, but they at length reached a place where
it was impossible for either the elephants or the
pack-animals to pass owing to the extreme narrow-
ness of the path, a previous landslip having carried
away about one and a half stades of the face of the
mountain and a further landslip having recently
occurred, and here the soldiers once more became
disheartened and discouraged. The Carthaginian
general at first thought of avoiding the difficult part
by a detour, but as a fresh fall of snow made progress
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impossible he had to abandon this project. 55. The
state of matters was altogether peculiar and unusual.
The new snow which had fallen on the top of the
old snow remaining since the previous winter, was
itself yielding, both owing to its softness, being a
fresh fall, and because it was not yet very deep,
but when they had trodden through it and set foot
on the congealed snow beneath it, they no longer
sunk in it, but slid along it with both feet, as happens
to those who walk on ground with a coat of mud
on it. But what followed on this was even more
trying. As for the men, when, unable to pierce
the lower layer of snow, they fell and then tried
to help themselves to rise by the support of their
knees and hands, they slid along still more rapidly
on these, the slope being exceedingly steep. But
the animals, when they fell, broke through the lower
layer of snow in their efforts to rise, and remained
there with their packs as if frozen into it, owing to
their weight and the congealed condition of this
old snow. Giving up this project, then, Hannibal
encamped on the ridge, sweeping it clear of snow,
and next set the soldiers to work to build up the
path ‘along the cliff, a most toilsome task. In one
day he had made a passage sufficiently wide for
the pack-train and horses ; so he at once took these
across and encamping on ground free of snow, sent
them out to pasture, and then took the Numidians
in relays to work at building up the path, so that
with great difficulty in three days he managed to
1383
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BOOK III. 55.8-56.6

get the elephants across, but in a wretched condition
from hunger ; for the summits of the Alps and the .
parts near the top of the passes are all quite treeless
and bare owing to the snow lying there continuously
both winter and summer, but the slopes half-way up
on both sides are grassy and wooded and on the
whole inhabitable.

56. Hannibal having now got all his forces together
continued the descent, and in three days’ march
from the precipice just described reached flat country.
He had lost many of his men by the hands of the
enemy in the crossing of rivers and on the march
in general, and the precipices and difficulties of the
Alps had cost him not only many men, but a far
greater number of horses and sumpter-animals.
The whole march from New Carthage had taken
him five months, and he had spent fifteen days in
crossing the Alps, and now, when he thus boldly
descended into the plain of the Po and the territory
of the Insubres, his surviving forces numbered
twelve thousand African and eight thousand Iberian
foot, and not more than six thousand horse in all, as
he himself states in the inscription on the column
at Lacinium relating to the number of his forces.

About the same time, as I stated above, Publius
Scipio, leaving his forces with his brother Gnaeus
with orders to conduct operations in Spain and
vigorously combat Hasdrubal, arrived by sea at
Pisa with a small following. Marching through
Etruria and taking over from the Praetors the frontier
legions which were engaged with the Boii, he reached
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BOOK III. 56.6-5%.7

the plain of the Po, and encamping there, waited
for the enemy, being anxious to give him battle.

57. Now that I have brought my narrative and
the war and the two generals into Italy, I desire,
before entering upon the struggle, to say a few
words on what I think proper to my method in this
work. Some readers will perhaps ask themselves
why, since most of what I have said relates to
Africa and Spain, I have not said a word more about
the mouth of the Mediterranean at the Pillars of
Hercules, or about the Outer Sea and its peculiarities,
or about the British Isles and the method of obtain-
ing tin, and the gold and silver mines in Spain itself,
all matters concerning which authors dispute with
each other at great length. I have omitted these
subjects not because I think they are foreign to my
history, but in the first place because I did not wish
to be constantly interrupting the narrative and dis-
tracting readers from the actual subject, and next
because I decided not to make scattered and casual
allusions to such matters, but assigning the proper
place and time to their special treatment to give as
true an account of all as is in my power. No one then
need be surprised when in the course of my history I
reach such localities, if I avoid for the reason here
stated any description of them. But if there be any
who insist on such descriptions of each place that may
be mentioned, they are perhaps unaware that they
are much in the case of gourmands at a supper party
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BOOK III. 57.8-58.8

who taste everything on the table and neither truly
enjoy any dish at the moment nor digest any enough
to derive beneficial nourishment from it in the future.
So those who act in the same way about reading
do not properly attain either present entertainment
or future benefit.

58. That no part of history requires more circum-
spection and more correction by the light of truth
than this is evident from many considerations and
chiefly from the following. While nearly all authors
or at least the greater number have attempted to
describe the peculiarities and the situation of the
countries at the extremities of the known world,
most of them are mistaken on many points. We
must therefore by no means pass over the subject,
but we must say a word to them, and that not
casually and by scattered allusions, but giving due
attention to it, and in what we say we must not
find fault with or rebuke them, but rather be grateful
to them and correct them when wrong, knowing as
we do that they too, had they the privilege of living
at the present day, would correct and modify many
of their own statements. In old times, indeed, we
find very few Greeks who attempted to inquire into
the outlying parts of the world, owing to the prac-
tical impossibility of doing so; for the sea had so
many perils that it is difficult to enumerate them,
and the land ever so many more. Again, even if
anyone by his own choice or by the force of circum-
stances reached the extremity of the world, that
did not mean that he was able to accomplish his
purpose. For it was a difficult matter to see many
things at all closely with one’s own eyes, owing to
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BOOK III. 58.8-59. 7

some of the countries being utterly barbarous and
others quite desolate, and it was still more difficult
to get information about the things one did see,
owing to the difference of the language. Then,
even if anyone did see for himself and observe
the facts, it was even still more difficult for him to be
moderate in his statements, to scorn all talk of
marvels and monsters and, preferring truth for its
own sake, to tell us nothing beyond it. 59. As,
therefore, it was almost impossible in old times to
give a true account of the regions I speak of, we
should not find fault with the writers for their
omissions or mistakes, but should praise and admire
them, considering the times they lived in, for having
ascertained something on the subject and advanced
our knowledge. But in our own times since, owing
to Alexander’s empire in Asia and that of the
Romans in other parts of the world, nearly all regions
have become approachable by sea or land, since our
men of action in Greece are relieved from the
ambitions of a military or political career and have
therefore ample means for inquiry and study, we
ought to be able to arrive at a better knowledge
and something more like the truth about lands which
were formerly little known. This is what I myself
will attempt to do when I find a suitable place in
this work for introducing the subject, and I shall
then ask those who are curious about such things
to give their undivided attention to me, in view of
the fact that I underwent the perils of journeys
through Africa, Spain, and Gaul, and of voyages on
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BOOK III. 59.7-60.17

the seas that lie on the farther side of these countries,
mostly for this very purpose of correcting the errors
of former writers and making those parts of the
world also known to the Greeks.

But now returning to the point at which I digressed
from my narrative I shall attempt to describe the
battles between the Romans and Carthaginians in
Italy.

60. I have already stated the strength of Han-
nibal’s army when he entered Italy. Once arrived
there he at first encamped at the very foot of the
Alps to refresh his forces. For his men had not
only suffered terribly from the toil of ascent and
descent of the passes and the roughness of the road
but they were also in wretched condition owing to
the scarcity of provisions and neglect of their persons,
many having fallen into a state of utter despondency
from prolonged toil and want of food. For it had
been impossible to transport over such ground a plen-
tiful supply of provisions for so many thousand men,
and .with the loss of the pack-animals the greater
part of what they were carrying perished. So that
while Hannibal started from the passage of the
Rhone with thirty-eight thousand foot and more
than eight thousand horse he lost in crossing the
passes, as I said above, about half his whole force,
while the survivors, owing to the continued hard-
ships they had suffered, had become in their external
appearance and general condition more like beasts
thanmen. Hannibal, therefore, made every provision
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BOOK III. 60.7-61.3

for carefully attending to the men and the horses
likewise until they were restored in body and spirit.
After this, his forces having now picked up their
strength, when the Taurini who live at the foot of
the mountains quarrelled with the Insubres and
showed no confidence in the Carthaginians, he at
first made overtures for their friendship and alliance,
but on their rejecting these he encamped round
their chief city and reduced it in three days. By
massacring those who had been opposed to him
he struck such terror into the neighbouring tribes
of barbarians that they all came in at once and
submitted to him. The remaining Celtic inhabitants
of the plain were impatient to join the Carthaginians,
as had been their original design, but as the Roman
legions had advanced beyond most of them and cut
them off, they kept quiet, some even being com-
pelled to serve with the Romans. Hannibal, in view
of this, decided not to delay, but to advance and try
by some action to encourage those who wished to
take part in his enterprise.

61. Such was the purpose he had in view when
the news reached him that Publius had already
crossed the Po and was quite near at hand. At
first he refused to believe it, reflecting that he had
left him only a few days previously near the crossing
of the Rhone and that the coasting voyage from
Marseilles to Etruria was long and difficult, and
learning further by inquiry that the road through
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BOOK III. 61.3-10

Italy from the Tyrrhenian Sea to the Alps was like-
wise very long and not suited for the march of troops.
But when more messengers continued to arrive
bringing the same news in a more definite form, he
was struck with amazement at the whole project
of the Consul and the way he had carried it out.
Publius had very much the same feeling; for at
first he had never expected that Hannibal would
even attempt to cross the Alps with foreign forces,
and if he ventured on it he thought that certain
destruction awaited him. So that, his anticipa-
tions being such, when he heard that Hannibal
was safe and was already besieging towns in Italy
he was amazed too at his daring and venturesome-
ness. In Rome 1tself the intelligence had much the
same effect. The stir created by the last news of the
Carthaginians—that they had captured Saguntum
—had only just subsided, measures had been taken
to meet this situation by sending one Consul to
Libya who was to besiege Carthage itself, and the
other to Spain to fight, as they thought, with Han-
nibal there ; and now news came that Hannibal was
in Italy with his army and already laying siege to
some cities. The thing therefore seemed altogether
astounding to them, and in great alarm they sent
urgent orders to Tiberius at Lilybaeum, informing
him of the arrival of the enemy and bidding him
abandon his present project and hasten to the help
of his own country. Tiberius at once collected the
crews of his fleet and dispatched it with orders to
make for home. From his soldiers he exacted
through the Tribunes an oath that they would all be
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BOOK III. 61.10-62.8

at Ariminum on a certain day before bed-time. This
is a city on the Adriatic at the southern edge of the
plains of the Po. So that as there was great stir
and activity all round, and as the news that arrived
was what nobody expected, there was on both sides
that intense concern for the future which an enemy
cannot afford to neglect. '
62. Hannibal and Publius were now near each
other, and they both thought it proper to address
their troops in a manner suitable to the occasion.
The device by which Hannibal tried to encourage
his men was as follows. Mustering the troops, he
brought forward certain young men from among the
prisoners he had taken molesting his march in the
difficult part of the Alpine pass. He had purposely,
with a view to the use he was going to make of them,
ill-used them : they wore heavy fetters, they had
suffered much from hunger, and their bodies were
disfigured by the marks of blows. Placing them
in the middle of the meeting he exhibited some
Gaulish suits of armour, such as their kings are
wont to deck themselves with when about to engage
in single combat. In addition to these he placed
there some horses and had some rich military cloaks
brought in. He then asked the young men which
of them were willing to do combat with each other,
the prizes exhibited being destined for the victor,
while the vanquished would be delivered by death
from his present misery. When all shouted out with
one voice that they were willing to fight, he ordered
them to draw lots, and the two on whom the lot fell
to arm themselves and do combat. The young men,
the moment they heard this, lifted up their hands
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BOOK III. 62.8-68.6

and prayed to the gods, each eager to be himself
one of the chosen. When the result was announced,
those on whom the lot had fallen were overjoyed and
the rest mournful and dejected, and after the combat
was over the remaining prisoners congratulated the
fallen champion no less than the victor, as having
been set free from many and grievous evils which
they themselves were left alive to suffer. The sen-
timent of most of the Carthaginians was identical ;
for looking on the misery of the other prisoners as
they were led away alive, they pitied them on
comparing their fate with that of the dead whom
they all pronounced to be fortunate. 63. When
Hannibal had by this means produced the disposition
he desired in the minds of his troops, he rose and told
them that he had brought the prisoners before them
designedly in order that clearly seeing in the person
of others what they might themselves have to suffer,
they should thence take better counsel at the
present crisis. “ Fortune,” he said, * has brought
you to a like pass, she has shut you in on a like
listed field of combat, and the prizes and prospects
she offers you are the same. For either you must
conquer, or die, or fall alive into the hands of your
foes. For you the prize of victory is not to possess
horses and cloaks, but to be the most envied of
mankind, masters of all the wealth of Rome. The
prize of death on the battle-field is to depart from
life in the heat of the fight, struggling till your last
breath for the noblest of objects and without having
learnt to know suffering. But what awaits those of
you who are vanquished and for the love of life
consent to fly, or who preserve their lives by any
other means, is to have every evil and every mis-
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BOOK III. 63.7-14

fortune for their lot. There is not one of you so
dull and unreflecting as to hope to reach his home
by flight, when he remembers the length of the road
he traversed from his native'land, the numbers of
the enemies that lie between, and the size of the
rivers he crossed. I beg you, therefore, cut off as
you are entirely from any such hope, to take the
same view of your own situation that you have just
expressed regarding that of others. For as you all
accounted both the victor and the fallen fortunate
and pitied the survivors, so now should you think
about yourselves and go all of you to battle resolved
to conquer if you can, and if this be impossible, to
die. And I implore you not to let the hope of
. living after defeat enter your minds at all. If you
reason and purpose as I urge upon you, it is clear
that victory and safety will follow ; for none ever
who either by necessity or choice formed such a
resolve have been deceived in their hope of putting
their enemies to flight. And when the enemy have
the opposite hope, as is now the case with the Romans,
most of them being sure of finding safety in flight
as their homes are near at hand, it is evident that
the courage of those who despair of safety will
carry all before it.” The object-lesson and the
speech were well received by the troops, in whom
they produced the enthusiasm and self-confidence
that the speaker desired, and after commending
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BOOK III. 63.14-64.8

them he dismissed them, ordering them to be ready
to start at daybreak.

64. At about the same date Publius Scipio, who
had already crossed the Po and had decided toadvance
across the Ticinus, ordered those qualified for that
task to build a bridge and, summoning a meeting
of the rest of his forces, addressed them. Most of
what he said related to the exalted position of their
country and the achievements of their ancestors ;
what concerned the present situation was as follows.
He said that even if they had had no recent experi-
ence of the enemy, the knowledge alone that they
were going to fight against Carthaginians should
give them unshaken hope of victory. They should
regard it as altogether an outrageous and surprising
thing that Carthaginians should dare to face Romans,
by whom they had been so often beaten, to whom
they had paid so much tribute, and whose slaves
almost they had been for so many years. ‘ But
now,” he went on to say, ‘“ when apart from this
we can judge more or less by our own experience
that these actual men here on the spot do not venture
to look us in the face, what should our opinion be
as to the future, if we estimate chances correctly ?
Why ! not even their cavalry when they met ours
near the Rhone came off well, but after losing many
of their number fled disgracefully to their own camp,
upon which their general and all his forces, as soon
as they knew our soldiers were coming, made a re-
treat more resembling a flight, and contrary to their
original intention chose the route through the Alps
from pure fear of us. Hannibal has now arrived,”

155



THE HISTORIES OF POLYBIUS

karepfaprdra pév 76 mAeiorov uépos Tijs dvvduews,
70 8¢ mepeimdpevov ddvvatov kail SvoxpnoTov
éxovra Sud Ty kaxovyiav: OJpolws 8¢ kai T@v im-
mwy ToUs puév mAeloTovs dmodwlexdTa, Tovs 8¢ Aot~
movs NxpeiwkdTa did 70 uikos kal Ty Svoxépetav
9 Tijs 08od. 8 dv émbewkview émepdTo didTL povov
10 émpavijvar Sei Tois moleulos. pdhora & 7Nélov
Oappeiv adrods PAémovras els v adTod mapov-
alav: ovdémote yap dv dmolmaw TOov oTéAov Kal
Tds év ’IPnpla mpdfeis, ép’ ds dmeordhy, dedpo
pera Towavtns édeiv omovdijs, €l py kal Aiav éx
T@V kaTa Adyov édpa T mpafw TavTny dvaykaiav
pév oboav Tfj matpidi, wpddnlov & év avTh TV
11 vikngy dmdpyovoav. wdvrwy ‘%e‘ kal &ud Ty TOD
Adyovros mioTw kal dud Ty 1@V Aeyouévwy dij-
Oewav éxbipws éxdvrwy mpos 10 Kiwdvvevew, amo-
Sefduevos avTdv v dpuny diadike, mpoomapa-
kaléoas €toipovs elvar mpos T6 mapayyeAAdpevov.
66 Tj 8¢ kara wddas uépg mpofjyov duddrepor
mapa Tov moTaudy ék Tob mpos Tas “Admeis pépovs,
é:xov-res: eddvupov uév of ‘Pwpalor, defiov 8¢ Tov
2 poidv oi Kapynddvior. yvdvres 8¢ 75 Sevrépa Sia
T@V TpovopuevdyTWY OTL oUveyyUs elow dAAAwy,
3 T0T€ uev adrod kaTacTpaTomedevoavTes Euewav. T
&’ émavpiov mdoay T immov dvadaBdvres dudo-
Tepot, [IdmAios 8¢ kal 7dv wel@v Tovs drovriords,
mpoijyov e Tod medlov, omevdovres kaTomTeboar
4 Tas aAAjAwy Svvduets. dpa 8¢ TG mAnoudlew av-
Tols kal oumdeiv TOV Kowo’o-r&v éfarpdpevoy, edv-
6 0éws ovverdrTovTo Wpos udymv. o uév odv Ild-
wAios, mpobéuevos Tods drkovriaTds kal Tovs Gpa
Tourois I'adarikods {mmels, Tods 8¢ Aovmods év per-
156



BOOK III. 64.8-65.5

he said, ““ but he has lost most of his army and the
rest are weak and useless owing to hardship; he
has lost most of his horses too, and those he has left
he has rendered fit for nothing by the length and
difficulty of his march.” From all.this he tried to
convince them that they had only to show themselves
to the enemy. He bade them above all be encour-
aged by his own presence, for never would he have
abandoned his fleet and the Spanish expedition on
which he was dispatched, and made such haste to
reach Italy, had it not been evident to him that he
was doing a necessary service to his country and
that victory was a matter of certainty. When all
the troops, owing to the authority of the speaker,
and the truth of what he said, showed themselves
most ardent for a battle, he commended their alacrity
and dismissed them, bidding them hold themselves
in readiness to execute his orders.

65. Next day they both advanced along the Po
on the bank nearest the Alps, the Romans having
the stream on their left and the Carthaginians on
their right. Learning on the following day from
their scouts that they were near each other, they
both encamped where they were and remained
there for the present. But next morning both
generals took the whole of their cavalry, and Publius
his javelineers also, and advanced through the plain
with the object of reconnoitring each other’s forces.
Upon their approaching each other and seeing the
clouds of dust they at once got into order for action.
Publius, placing his javelineers and the Gaulish
cavalry which was with them in front and the rest
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behind, advanced slowly. Hannibal, putting his
bridled cavalry and all the heavier part of it in front,
led them to meet the enemy, having his Numidian
horse ready on each wing to execute an outflanking
movement. Both of the leaders and their cavalry
were so anxious to join battle that at the opening
of the action the javelineers had no time to dis-
charge their first volley, but gave way at once and
retired through the gaps between the troops of their
own cavalry, in terror of the impending charge and
fearful of being trodden under foot by the horsemen
who were bearing down on them. The cavalry
met front to front and for some time maintained an
evenly balanced contest, the engagement being
both a cavalry and infantry one, owing to the number
of men who dismounted during its progress. When,
however, the Numidians outflanked the Romans and
took them in the rear, the javelineers on foot who
had at first escaped from the charge of the cavalry
were now ridden down by the numbers and force
of the Numidians, while the cavalry, who from the
outset had been facing the Carthaginians, after
suffering heavy loss and inflicting still greater on
the enemy, being now attacked by the Numidians
also in the rear, broke into flight, most of them
scattering in every direction but a few gathering
closely round the Consul.

66. Publius now broke up his camp and advanced
through the plain to the bridge of the Po, hastening
to get his legions across before it was too late.
For since the country was all flat, since the enemy
was superior in cavalry, and since he himself was
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severely wounded, he decided to place his forces
in safety. Hannibal had at first supposed that the
Romans would risk an infantry engagement, but
on seeing that they had moved out of their camp,
followed them as far as the bridge over the first
river,® but finding most of the planking of it torn
up, but the force set to guard it still remaining at
their post by the river side, he took them prisoners
to the number of about six hundred, and on hearing
that the rest of the Romans were far in advance
of him he now wheeled round and marched in the
opposite direction up the Po with the object of
reaching a place where it was easy to bridge it.
After two days’ march he halted and, constructing
a bridge of boats, ordered Hasdrubal to see to the
passage of the army and he himself crossing at once
gave a hearing to the envoys who had arrived from
the districts round. For immediately upon his
success, all the neighbouring Celts hastened, as had
been their wish from the outset, to make alliance
with the Carthaginians, to provide them with
supplies and to send them contingents. He received
them all courteously, and being now joined by his
troops from the opposite bank, he advanced along
the Po in the opposite direction to his previous march ;
for now he marched down stream with the object
of encountering the enemy. Meanwhile Publius,
having crossed the Po and encamped at Placentia,
a Roman colony, where he occupied himself with
the cure of himself and the other wounded, and

4 i.¢. the Ticino. Livy wrongly makes it to be the bridge
of boats over the Po. The engagement took place near
Victumulae, the modern Vigerano, on the right bank of
the Ticino. '
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BOOK III. 66.9-67.6

thinking that his forces were now firmly established
in a safe position, made no move. But two days
after his crossing Hannibal appeared close at hand
and next day drew up his army in full view of the
enemy. Upon their refusing his challenge, he
encamped at a distance of about fifty stades from
the Roman position.

67. The Celtic contingents in the Roman army,
seeing that the prospects of the Carthaginians were
now brighter, had come to an understanding with
each other, and while all remaining quiet in their
tents were waiting for an opportunity to attack the
Romans. All in the entrenched camp had had their
supper and retired to rest, and the Celts, letting the
greater part of the night go by, armed themselves
about the morning watch and fell upon the Romans
who were encamped nearest to them. They killed
or wounded many, and finally, cutting off the heads
of the slain, went over to the Carthaginians, being in
number about two thousand foot and rather less
than two hundred horse. They were gladly wel-
comed on their arrival by Hannibal, who at once,
after addressing some words of encouragement to
them and promising suitable gifts to all, sent them
off to their own cities to announce to their country-
men what they had done and urge them to join him.
For he was now quite sure that all would take his
part on learning of this act of treachery to the Romans
on the part of their own countrymen. When at the
same time the Boii came to him and delivered up
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BOOK III. 67.6-68.4

to him the three Roman officials charged with the
partition of their lands, whom, as I mentioned above,
they had originally captured by treachery, Hannibal
welcomed their friendly advances and made a formal
alliance with them through the envoys. He gave
the three Romans, however, back to them, advising
them to keep them in order through them to get
their own hostages back, as had been their original
design. -

Publius was much concerned at this act of treachery,
and taking into consideration that as the Celts had
been disaffected for some time, now with this addi-
tional incentive all the Gauls round about would go
over to the Carthaginians, decided to take pre-
cautions for the future. In consequence he broke up
his camp that same night a little before daybreak
and marched towards the river Trebia and the hills
in its neighbourhood, relying on the natural strength
of the country and the loyalty of the neighbouring
allies. 68. Hannibal, on being apprised of their
departure, at once sent off his Numidian horse, and
shortly afterwards the rest of his cavalry, and him-
self with his army followed close behind. The
Numidians, finding the camp deserted, stopped to
set fire to it, which proved of great advantage to the
Romans, for had the cavalry at once followed them up
and overtaken the baggage-train they would have
suffered great loss in the flat country. As it was,
most of them succeeded in crossing the Trebia, but
those who were left behind in the extreme rear
were either cut to pieces or captured by the Car-
thaginians.
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Publius, crossing the Trebia, encamped on the
first hills he reached and fortifying his camp with
a trench and palisade awaited the arrival of Tiberius
and his forces. In the meantime he attended care-
fully to the treatment of his wound, as he was anxious
to be able to take part in the coming battle. Han-
nibal encamped at a distance of about forty stades
from the enemy. The numerous Celtic population
of the plain, enthusiastically taking up the cause of
the Carthaginians, kept the camp furnished with
abundance of provisions and were ready to take
their part in any of Hannibal’s operations or battles.

When the news of the cavalry engagement reached
Rome they were surprised that it had not resulted as
they would have expected, but were in no want of
pretexts to convince themselves that it was not a
defeat, some of them putting it down to the Consul’s
rashness and some to wilful poltroonery on the part
of the Celts, assuming this from their subsequent
desertion. But on the whole, as their infantry forces
were still unimpaired, their trust in final success was
likewise undiminished. So that when Tiberius and
his legions arrived and marched through the city,
the general opinion was that they had only to show
themselves to decide the battle. On the soldiers,
as they had pledged themselves by oath, assembling
at Ariminum, the Consul put himself at their head
and advanced with all speed to join Publius. When
he had done so he encamped with his own forces
near Scipio’s, to refresh his men after their forty
days’ continuous march from Lilybaeum to Ariminum.
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BOOK III. 68.14-69.9

Meanwhile he made all preparations for a battle and
had many close conferences with Scipio, ascertaining
the truth about what had occurred, and discussing
the present situation with him.

69. At about the same time the town of Clastidium
was betrayed to Hannibal by a native of Brundisium,
to whom the Romans had entrusted it, the garrison
and all the stores of grain falling into his hands. The
latter he used for his present needs, but he took the
men he had captured with him without doing them
any hurt, wishing to make a display of leniency, so
that those who were overtaken by adversity should
not be terrified and give up hope of their lives being
spared by him. He conferred high honours on the
traitor, as he was anxious to win over those in posi-
tions of authority to the Carthaginian cause.

After this, on observing that some of the Celts
who lived between the Trebia and the Po had made
alliance with himself, but were negotiating with the
Romans also, under the idea that thus they would
be safe from both, he dispatched two thousand foot
and about a thousand Celtic and Numidian horse
with orders to raid their country. On his orders being
executed and a large amount of booty secured, the
Celts at once came into the Roman camp asking
for help. Tiberius had long been on the look-out
for some ground justifying an active step and now
that he had this pretext sent out the greater part
of his cavalry and about a thousand javelineers on
foot. Making all dispatch they met the enemy
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BOOK III. 69.9-70.4

beyond the Trebia and on their disputing possession
of the booty with them the Celts and Numidians
gave way and began to retire on their own camp.
Those in command of the advanced posts outside
the Carthaginian camp soon understood what had
happened and sent out a covering force to support
the fugitives, upon which the Romans in their turn
were put to flight and fell back on their camp.
Tiberius on seeing this ordered out all his remaining
cavalry and javelineers, and when these had joined
the rest, the Celts again gave way and retreated to
a position of safety. The Carthaginian general, as
he was not at this time prepared for a general battle,
and took the view that a decisive engagement should
never be undertaken on any chance pretext and
without a definite purpose—as we must pronounce
to be the part of a good general—made the men in
retreat halt and face about when they approached
the camp, but he would not allow them to advance
and engage the enemy, calling them back by his
officers and buglers. The Romans after waiting for
a short time retired after losing a few of their own
number, but inflicting a larger loss on the Car-
thaginians.

70. Tiberius, elated and overjoyed by his success,
was all eagerness to bring on a decisive battle as
soon as possible. He was, it is true, at liberty
to act as he thought best owing to the illness of
Scipio, but wishing to have his colleague’s opinion
he spoke to him on the subject. Scipio’s view of
the situation was just the opposite. He considered
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that their legions would be all the better for a
winter’s drilling, and that the notoriously fickle Celts
would not remain loyal to the Carthaginians if the
latter were kept in forced inaction, but would throw
them over in their turn. Besides he hoped himself
when his wound was healed to be of some real
service in their joint action. On all these grounds
therefore he advised Tiberius to let matters remain
as they were. Tiberius was quite conscious of the
truth and cogency of all these reasons, but, urged
on by his ambition and with an unreasonable confid-
ence in his fortune, he was eager to deliver the
decisive blow himself and did not wish Publius to
be able to be present at the battle, or that the
Consuls designate should enter upon office before
all was over—it being now nearly the time for this.
Since, then, he did not choose the time indicated
by circumstances, but his own time, his action was
bound to be mistaken.

Hannibal’s view of the situation was very much
the same as Scipio’s ; so that he on the other hand was
anxious to force a battle on the enemy, wishing in
the first place to avail himself of the enthusiasm of
the Celts while still fresh, secondly to encounter the
Roman legions while still newly-levied and undrilled,
thirdly to fight the battle before Scipio had recovered,
but most of all to be up and doing and not let the
time slip away resultlessly. For when a general has
brought his army into a foreign country and is
engaged in such a risky enterprise, his only hope of
safety lies in constantly keeping alive the hopes of
his allies.

Such, then, was the purpose of Hannibal, who
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knew that Tiberius was sure to be aggressively in-
clined. 71. He had long ago noticed a place between
the two camps, flat indeed and treeless, but well
adapted for an ambuscade, as it was traversed by a
water-course with steep banks densely overgrown
with brambles and other thorny plants, and here he
proposed to lay a stratagem to surprise the enemy.
It was probable that he would easily elude their
vigilance ; for the Romans, while very suspicious of
thickly-wooded ground, which the Celts usually
chose for their ambuscades, were not at all afraid of
flat and treeless places, not being aware that they
are better adapted than woods for the concealment
and security of an ambush, because the men can see
all round them for a long distance and have at the
same time sufficient cover in most cases. Any
water-course with a slight bank and reeds or bracken
or some kind of thorny plants can be made use of
to conceal not only infantry, but even the dismounted
horsemen at times, if a little care be taken to lay
shields with conspicuous devices inside uppermost on
the ground and hide the helmets under them. The
Carthaginian general now consulted with his brother
Mago and the rest of the staff about the coming
battle, and on their all approving of his plan, after
the troops had had their supper, he summoned Mago,
who was still quite young, but full of martial enthusi-
asm and trained from boyhood in the art of war,
and put under his command a hundred men from the
cavalry and the same number of infantry. During
the day he had ordered these men, whom he had
marked as the most stout-hearted in his army, to
come to his tent after supper. After addressing
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them and working up their zeal to the required pitch,
he ordered each of them to pick out ten of the
bravest men from his own company and to come to a
certain place in the camp known to them. They did
as they were bidden and in the night he sent out the
whole force, which now amounted to a thousand
horse and as many foot, to the ambuscade, furnishing
them with guides and giving his brother orders about
the time to attack. At daybreak he mustered his
Numidian horsemen, all men capable of great
endurance, whom he ordered, after having addressed
them and promised certain gifts to those who dis-
tinguished themselves, to ride up to the enemy’s
camp, and crossing the river with all speed to draw
out the Romans by shooting at them, his wish being
to get the enemy to fight him before they had
breakfasted or made any preparations. He then
collected the other officers and exhorted them like-
wise to battle, and he ordered the whole army to
get their breakfasts and to see to their arms and
horses.

72. Tiberius, when he saw the Numidian horse
approaching, sent out at first only his cavalry with
orders to close with the enemy. He next dispatched
about six thousand javelineers on foot and then
began to move his whole army out of the camp,
thinking that the mere sight of them would decide
the issue, so much confidence did his superiority in
numbers and the success of his cavalry on the
previous day give him. The time of year was about
the winter solstice, and the day exceedingly cold
and snowy, while the men and horses nearly all left
the camp without having had their morning meal.
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At first their enthusiasm and eagerness sustained
them, but when they had to cross the Trebia, swollen
as it was owing to the rain that had fallen during
the night higher up the valley than where the armies
were, the infantry had great difficulty in crossing,
as the water was breast-high. The consequence was
that the whole force suffered much from cold and
also from hunger, as the day was now advancing.
The Carthaginians, on the contrary, who had eaten
and drunk in their tents and looked after their horses,
were all anointing and arming themselves round their
fires. Hannibal, who was waiting for his oppor-
tunity, when he saw that the Romans had crossed
the river, threw forward as a covering force his
pikemen and slingers about eight thousand in number
and led out his army. After advancing for about
eight stades he drew up his infantry, about twenty
thousand in number, and consisting of Spaniards,
Celts, and Africans, in a single line, while he divided
his cavalry, numbering, together with the Celtic
allies, more than ten thousand, and stationed them
on each wing, dividing also his elephants and placing
them in front of the wings so that his flanks were
doubly protected. Tiberius now recalled his cavalry,
perceiving that they could not cope with the enemy,
as the Numidians easily scattered and retreated,
but afterwards wheeled round and attacked with
great daring—these being their peculiar tactics.
He drew up his infantry in the usual Roman order.
They numbered about sixteen thousand Romans
and twenty thousand allies, this being the strength
of their complete army for decisive operations, when
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‘the Consuls chance to be united. Afterwards
placing his cavalry, numbering about four thousand,
on each wing he advanced on the enemy in imposing
style marching in order at a slow step. 73. When
they were nearly at close quarters, the light-armed
troops in the van of each army began the combat,
and here the Romans laboured under many dis-
advantages, the efficiency of the Carthaginians being
much superior, since the Roman javelineers had had
a hard time since daybreak, and had spent most of
their missiles in the skirmish with the Numidians,
while those they had left had been rendered useless
by the continued wet weather. The cavalry and
the whole army were in much the same state, whereas
just the opposite was the case with the Carthaginians,
who, standing in their ranks fresh and in first-rate
condition, were ready to give efficient support
wherever it was required. So when the skirmishers
had retired through the gaps in their line and the
heavy-armed infantry met, the Carthaginian cavalry
at once pressed on both flanks of the enemy, being
greatly superior in numbers and in the condition of
themselves and their horses, having, as I explained
above, started quite fresh. When the Roman
cavalry fell back and left the flanks of the infantry
exposed, the Carthaginian pike-men and the Numi-
dians in a body, dashing past their own troops that
were in front of them, fell on the Romans from both
flanks, damaging them severely and preventing them
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from dealing with the enemy in their front. The
heavy-armed troops on both sides, who occupied the
advanced centre of the whole formation, maintained
for long a hand-to-hand combat with no advantage
on either side. 74. But now the Numidians issued
from their ambuscade and suddenly attacked the
enemy’s centre from the rear, upon which the whole
Roman army was thrown into the utmost confusion
and distress. At length both of Tiberius’ wings,
hard pressed in front by the elephants and all round
their flanks by the light-armed troops, turned and
were driven by their pursuers back on the river
behind them. After this, while the rear of the
Roman centre was suffering heavy loss from the
attack of the ambuscade, those in the van, thus
forced to advance, defeated the Celts and part of
the Africans, and after killing many of them broke
through the Carthaginian line. But seeing that
both their flanks had been forced off the field, they
despaired of giving help there and of returning to
their camp, afraid as they were of the very numerous
cavalry and hindered by the river and the force and
heaviness of the rain which was pouring down on
their heads. They kept, however, in close order and
retired on Placentia, being not less than ten thousand
in number. Of the remainder the greater part were
killed near the river by the elephants and cavalry,
but the few infantry who escaped and most of the
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cavalry retreated to join the body I just mentioned
and with them got safely into Placentia. The Car-
thaginian army, after pursuing the enemy as far as
the river, being unable to advance further owing to
the storm, returned to their camp. They were all
highly elated at the result of the battle, regarding
it as a signal success; for very few Africans and
Spaniards had been killed, the chief loss having fallen
on the Celts. They suffered so severely, however,
from the rain and the snow that followed that all
the elephants perished except one, and many men
and horses also died of the cold.

75. Tiberius, though well knowing the facts, wished
as far as possible to conceal them from those in
Rome, and therefore sent messengers to announce
that a battle had taken place and that the storm
had deprived him of the victory. The Romans at
first gave credence to this news, but when shortly
afterwards they learnt that the Carthaginians still
kept their camp and that all the Celts had gone
over to them, but that their own forces had
abandoned their camp and retreated from the field
and were now all collected in cities, and getting their
supplies up from the sea by the river Po, they quite
realized what had been the result of the battle.
Therefore, although they were much taken by
surprise, they adopted all manner of steps to prepare
for the war and especially to protect exposed points,
dispatching legions to Sardinia and Sicily and
sending garrisons to Tarentum and other suitable
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places, and getting ready also a fleet of sixty quin-
queremes. Gnaeus Servilius and Gaius Flaminius,
the Consuls designate, were busy mustering the
allies and enrolling their own legions, sending
depots of supplies at the same time to Ariminum
and Etruria which they meant to be their bases in
the campaign. They also applied for help to Hiero,
who sent them five hundred Cretans and a thousand
light infantry, and on all sides they made active
preparations. For the Romans both in public and
in private are most to be feared when they stand in
real danger.

76. During this time Gnaeus Cornelius Scipio, who,
as I said, had been left by his brother Publius in
command of the naval forces, sailing from the mouths
of the Rhone with his whole fleet to the place in
Spain called Emporium, and starting from there made
a series of landings, reducing by siege the towns on
the coast as far as the Ebro, which refused his
advances, but bestowing favours on those which
accepted them and taking all possible precautions
for their safety. After securing all the sea-board
places which had submitted to him he advanced
with his whole army into the interior, having now
got together also a considerable force of Iberian
allies. He won over some of the towns on the line
of his march and subdued others, and when the
Carthaginians who had been left to guard this
district under the command of Hanno encamped
opposite to him near a city called Cissa, Gnaeus
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defeated them in a pitched battle, possessing himself
of a large amount of valuable booty—all the heavy
baggage of the army that had set out for Italy
having been left under their charge—securing the
alliance of all the tribes north of the Ebro and
taking prisoners the Carthaginian general Hanno
and the Iberian general Andobales. The latter was
despot of all central Iberia and a strenuous supporter
of the Carthaginians. Hasdrubal soon got news of
the disaster and crossing the Ebro came to the
rescue. Learning that the crews of the Roman
ships had been left behind and were off their guard
and unduly confident owing to the success of the
land forces, he took with him about eight thousand
infantry and a thousand cavalry from his own force,
and finding the men from the ships scattered over
the country, killed a large number of them and
compelled the remainder to take refuge on board
their vessels. He then retreated, and recrossing the
Ebro busied himself with fortifying and garrisoning
the places south of the Ebro, passing the winter in
New Carthage. Gnaeus, on rejoining the fleet,
inflicted the customary penalty on those responsible
for what had happened, and now uniting his land
and sea forces went into winter quarters at Tarraco.
By dividing the booty in equal shares among his
soldiers he made them very well disposed to him
and ready to do their best in the future.
77. Such was the state of matters in Spain. In 217s.c.
the early spring Gaius Flaminius with his army
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advanced through Etruria and encamped before
Arretium, while Gnaeus Servilius advanced as far
as Ariminum to watch for the invasion of the enemy
from that side. Hannibal, who was wintering in
Cisalpine Gaul, kept the Roman prisoners he had
taken in the battle in custody, giving them just
sufficient to eat, but to the prisoners from the allies
he cantinued to show the greatest kindness, and
afterwards called a meeting of them and addressed
them, saying that he had not come to make war on
them, but on the Romans for their sakes and there-
fore if they were wise they should embrace his
friendship, for he had come first of all to re-establish
the liberty of the peoples of Italy and also to help
them to recover the cities and territories of which
the Romans had deprived them. Having spoken so,
he dismissed them all to their homes without ransom,
his aim in doing so being both to gain over the
inhabitants of Italy to his own cause and to alienate
their affections from Rome, provoking at the same
time to revolt those who thought their cities or
harbours had suffered damage by Roman rule.

78. During this winter he also adopted a truly
Punic artifice. Fearing the fickleness of the Celts
and possible attempts on his life, owing to his
establishment of the friendly relations with them
being so very recent, he had a number of wigs made,
dyed to suit the appearance of persons differing
widely in age, and kept constantly changing them,
at the same time also dressing in a style that suited
the wig, so that not only those who had seen him
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but for a moment, but even his familiars found
difficulty in recognizing him.

Observing that the Celts were dissatisfied at the
prosecution of the war in their own territory, but
were eagerly looking forward to an invasion of that
of the enemy, professedly owing to their hatred of
the Romans, but as a fact chiefly in hope of booty,
he decided to be on the move as soon as possible
and satisfy the desire of his troops. As soon, then,
as the weather began to change he ascertained by
inquiring from those who knew the country best
that the other routes for invading the Roman
territory were both long and obvious to the enemy,
but that the road through the marshes to Etruria
was difficult indeed but expeditious and calculated
to take Flaminius by surprise. As he was by nature
always inclined to such expedients, he decided to
march by this road. When the news spread in the
camp that the general was going to lead them
through marshes, everyone was very reluctant to
start, imagining that there would be deep bogs and
quagmires. 79. But Hannibal had made careful
inquiries, and having ascertained that the water
on the ground they would have to pass over was
shallow and the bottom solid, broke up his quarters
and started, placing in the van the Africans and
Spaniards and all the most serviceable portion of
his army, intermingling the baggage train with them,
so that for the present they might be kept supplied
with food. For as regards the future he did not
trouble himself about the pack-animals at all, as he
calculated that on reaching the enemy’s country
he would, if defeated, have no need of provisions,
and if he gained command of the open country
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would be in no want of supplies. Behind the troops
I mentioned he placed the Celts and in the extreme
rear his cavalry, leaving his brother Mago in charge
of the rear-guard This course he took for various
reasons, but chiefly owing to the softness and
aversion to labour of the Celts, so that if, owing to
the hardships they suffered, they tried to turn back
Mago could prevent them by falling on them with
his cavalry. The Spaniards and Africans for their
part, as the marshes were still firm when they
marched over them, got across without suffering
seriously, being all inured to fatigue and accustomed
to such hardships, but the Celts not only progressed
with difficulty, the marshes being now cut up and
trodden down to some depth, but were much fatigued
and distressed by the severity of the task, being
quite unused to suffering of the kind. They were
prevented, however, from turning back by the
cavalry in their rear. All the army, indeed, suffered
much, and chiefly from want of sleep, as they had
to march through water for three continuous days
and nights, but the Celts were much more worn
out and lost more men than the rest. Most of the
pack-animals fell and perished in the mud, the only
service they rendered being that when they fell
the men piled the packs on their bodies and lay
upon them, being thus out of the water and enabled
to snatch a little sleep during the night. Many of
the horses also lost their hooves by the continuous
march through the mud. Hannibal himself on the
sole remaining elephant got across with much
difficulty and suffering, being in great pain from a
severe attack of ophthalmia, which finally led to the
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loss of one eye as he had no time to stop and apply
any treatment to it, the circumstances rendering
that impossible.

80. Having thus almost beyond expectation crossed
the marshes,and, finding that Flaminius was encamped
in Etruria before the city of Arretium, he pitched his
camp for the present at the edge of the marshes, with
the view of refreshing his forces and getting informa-
tion about the enemy and about the country in front
of him. On learning that this country promised a
rich booty, and that Flaminius was a thorough mob-
courtier and demagogue, with no talent for the
practical conduct of war and exceedingly self-
confident withal, he calculated that if he passed by
the Roman army and advanced into the country in
his front, the Consul would on the one hand never
look on while he laid it waste for fear of being
jeered at by his soldiery ; and on the other hand he
would be so grieved that he would be ready to
follow anywhere, in his anxiety to gain the coming
victory himself without waiting for the arrival of
his colleague. From all this he concluded that
Flaminius would give him plenty of opportunities
of attacking him. 81. And all this reasoning on
his part was very wise and sound. For there is
no denying that he who thinks that there is anything
more essential to a general than the knowledge of
his opponent’s principles and character, is both
ignorant fand foolish. For as in combats between
man and man and rank and rank, he who means to
conquer must observe how best to attain his aim,
and what naked or unprotected part of the enemy
is visible, so he who is in command must try to
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BOOK III. 81.3-12

see in the enemy’s general not what part of his
body is exposed, but what are the weak spots that
can be discovered in his mind. For there are
many men who, owing to indolence and general
inactivity, bring to utter ruin not only the welfare
of the state but their private fortunes as well ; while
there are many others so fond of wine that they
cannot even go to sleep without fuddling themselves
with drink ; and some, owing to their abandonment
to venery and the consequent derangement of their
minds, have not only ruined their countries and their
fortunes but brought their lives to a shameful end.
But cowardice and stupidity are vices which, dis-
graceful as they are in private to those who have
them, are when found in a general the greatest of
public calamities. For not only do they render his
army inefficient but often expose those who confide
in him to the greatest perils. Rashness on the other
hand on his part and undue boldness and blind
anger, as well as vaingloriousness and conceit, are
easy to be taken advantage of by his enemy and are
most dangerous to his friends; for such a general
is the easy victim of all manner of plots, ambushes,
and cheatery. Therefore the leader who will soonest
gain a decisive victory, is he who is able to perceive
the faults of others, and to choose that manner and
means of attacking the enemy which will take full
advantage of the weaknesses of their commander.
For just as a ship if deprived of its pilot will fall
with its whole crew into the hands of the enemy,
so the general who is his opponeni’s master in
strategy and reasoning may often capture his
whole army.

And in this case too, as Hannibal had correctly
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BOOK III. 81.12-82.9

foreseen and reckoned on the conduct of Flaminius,
his plan had the success he expected. 82. For as
soon as he left the neighbourhood of Faesulae and
advancing a short way beyond the Roman camp
invaded the country in front of him, Flaminius
swelled with fury and resentment, thinking that the
enemy were treating him with contempt. And
when very soon they began to lay waste the country,
and the smoke rising from all quarters told its tale
of destruction, he was still more indignant, regarding
this as insufferable. So that when some of his officers
gave it as their opinion that he should not instantly
pursue and engage the enemy, but remain on his
guard and beware of their numerous cavalry, and
. when_they especially urged him to wait until his
colleague joined him and to give battle with all their
united legions, he not only paid no attention to the
advice, but could not listen with patience to those
who offered it, begging them to consider what would
be said in Rome if, while the country was laid waste
almost up to the walls, the army remained encamped
in Etruria in the rear of the enemy. Finally, with
these words, he broke up his camp, and advanced
with his army, utterly regardless of time or place,
but bent only on falling in with the enemy, as if
victory were a dead certainty. He had even inspired
the people with such confident hopes that the
soldiery were outnumbered by the rabble that
followed him for the sake of the booty, bringing
chains, fetters, and other such implements.
Hannibal in the meantime while advancing on
Rome through Etruria, with the city of Cortona and
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BOOK III. 82.9-88.7

its hills on his left and the Thrasymene lake on his
right, continued to burn and devastate the country
on his way, with the view of provoking the enemy.
When he saw Flaminius already approaching him
and had also observed a position favourable for his
purpose, he made his plans for battle. 83. The
road led through a narrow strip of level ground with
a range of high hills on each side of it lengthwise.
This defile was overlooked in front crosswise by a
steep hill difficult to climb, and behind it lay the
lake, between which and the hill side the passage
giving access to the defile was quite narrow. Han-
‘nibal coasting the lake and passing through the
defile occupied himself the hill in front, encamping
on it with his Spaniards and Africans; his slingers
and pikemen he brought round to the front by a
detour and stationed them in an extended line
under the hills to the right of the defile, and similarly
taking his cavalry and the Celts round the hills on
the left he placed them in a continuous line under
these hills, so that the last of them were just at the
entrance to the defile, lying between the hillside and
the lake.

Having made all these preparations during the
night and thus encompassed the defile with troops
waiting in ambush, Hannibal remained quiet.
Flaminius was following close on his steps impatient
to overtake him. He had encamped the night before
at a very late hour close to the lake itself ; and next

2038



THE HISTORIES OF POLYBIUS

emyevop,ew]g, evaews Smo T ewﬂwnv '?iye ‘n7v
TpwToTOpElay TaAPA. TNV )\Lp.m;v els TOv Vmokeipe-
vov av)(wva, ﬁow\op.evog éédnreabar v wo)\ep.cwv.
84 ovm)g Se Tis 'qy.epaq opcx)\wSovs 8La¢epov1'ws, Av-
wﬁas dua 7® TO mAeloTov ,uepos s wopeca.g ec.g
ToV av)ﬂwva wpooSefaoOaL Kal o-vva‘m'ew mpos av‘rov
70n ™ 1@V évavriwy mpwTomopeiav, dmodods Ta
owbiuara kal dwameupduevos mpos Tovs év Tals
&védpais, ovvemeyeiper mavraydfev dua Tols mode-
2 piots. of 8¢ mepi Tov DAauiviov mapaddfov yevo-
[LE’V‘I]S al.’rroi‘s s e’m¢avet’as, én 86‘ 8voouv6m'ov
Tijs KaTd TOV aepa wepc.m’acrews dmapyodons, kal
TGV modepiwy Ka-ra moAdods ro1rovs ef vmepdeéiov
kaTadepopuévwy kal mpoommrdvrwr, ody olov wapa-
Bonbeiv édvvavro mpds T TGV Seopévwy of Tafiap-
xot kal xtAiapyot Tév ‘Pwpalwv, dAX’ 098¢ ovwvoij-
3 gaL 70 ywduevov. dua ydp ol uév katd mpdowmov,
oi &’ dn’ odpds, of &8 éx TV mAaylwv adrols mpoo-
4 émarrov, 810 Kal ovvéBy Tods ﬂkelcn-ovs & adrd 7O
Tijs mopelas oxfuaTL Katakomivar, p 1) vaay.evovs
avTols ﬁonﬂei‘v, d)u\’ s av €l 7rp08€3op,evovs‘ dmo
5 Tijs 70D mpoeaTdTOS dkpiolas. €ruyap SLaﬁovAevo-
6 pevol Tl 86(. 7rpa1'1'ew aﬂvaV—ro mapadofws. év
& kapd kal Tov Aapiviov adrov SvoypnoToduevor
Kal mepukakodyTa Tols SAols TPOoTETOVTES TIVES TV
7 Ke)l'ré)v améxrewav. é'ﬂeoov oﬁv ‘rc?w ‘Popaicwv
KaTd. 'rov av)kwva crxeSov els p,vpcovs KOl TEVTAKLOXL-
Alovs, 0¥’ eikew Tols mapodow olre wpdf‘rew o0&y
8vva,uevot, TodTo & EK T@v é0iopdv adTo mepl w)\et-
oTOoU ﬂowv,uevoc, *ro 7] qSev'yew m]Se Aeimew -rag
8 -rafezg oi 8¢ kara mopelav perald Tijs Alpvys kai
Tis mapwpeias év Tols oTevois ovykAeiafévres ai-
204



BOOK III. 88.7-84.8

day as soon as it was dawn he led his vanguard
along the lake to the above-mentioned defile, with
the view of coming in touch with the enemy. 84.
It was an unusually misty morning, and Hannibal,
as soon as the greater part of the enemy’s column
had entered the defile and when the head was
already in contact with him, giving the signal for
battle and sending notice to those in the ambuscades,
attacked the Romans from all sides at the same time.
The sudden appearance of the enemy took Flaminius
completely by surprise, and as the condition of the
atmosphere rendered it very difficult to see, and
their foes were charging down on them in so many
places from higher ground, the Roman Centurions
and Tribunes were not only unable to take any
effectual measures to set things right, but could not
even understand what was happening. They were
charged at one and the same instant from the front,
from the rear, and from the flanks, so that most of
them were cut to pieces in marching order as they
were quite unable to protect themselves, and, as
it were, betrayed by their commander’s lack of
judgement. For while they were still occupied in
considering what was best to do, they were being
slaughtered without realizing how. Flaminius him-
self, who was in the utmost dismay and dejection,
was here attacked and slain by certain Celts. So
there fell in the valley about fifteen thousand of
the Romans, unable either to yield to circumstances,
or to achieve anything, but deeming it, as they had
been brought up to do, their supreme duty not to
fly or quit their ranks. Those again who had been
shut in between the hillside and the lake perished
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in a shameful and still more pitiable manner. For
when they were forced into the lake in a mass, some
of them quite lost their wits and trying to swim
in their armour were drowned, but the greater
number, wading into the lake as far as they could,
stood there with only their heads out of the water,
and when the cavalry approached them, and death
stared them in the face, though lifting up their hands
and entreating to be spared in the most piteous
terms, they were finally dispatched either by the
horsemen or in some cases by begging their com-
rades to do them this service. About six thousand
of those in the defile, who had defeated the enemy
in their front, were unable to render any assistance
to their own army or to get to the rear of their
adversaries, as they could see nothing of what was
happening, although they might have been of very
material service. They simply continued to press
forward in the belief that they were sure to meet
with someone until they found themselves isolated
on the high ground and on reaching the crest of the
hill, the mist having now broken, they perceived
the extent of the disaster, but were no longer able
to help, as the enemy were now completely victorious
and in occupation of all the ground. They therefore
retired in a body to a certain Etruscan village. After
the battle, on Maharbal being sent by the general
with the Spaniards and pikemen to surround the
village, finding themselves beset by a complication of
-dangers they laid down their arms and surrendered
on condition of their lives being spared.

Such was the result of the battle in Etruria
between the Romans and Carthaginians. 85.
Hannibal, when the prisoners who had surrendered
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on terms as well as the others were brought to him,
assembled the whole body, more than fifteen thousand
in number, and after informing them in the first
place that Maharbal had no authority without
consulting him to promise the former their safety,
launched out into an invective against the Romans,
and at the end of it distributed such of the prisoners
as were Romans among his troops to keep guard
over, and setting all the allies free, sent them to
their homes, adding, as on a previous occasion, that
he was not come to fight with the Italians, but with
the Romans for the freedom of Italy. He now
allowed his own troops to rest and paid the last
honours to those of the highest rank among the
fallen, about thirty in number, his whole loss having
been about fifteen hundred, most of them Celts.
After this he consulted with his brother and friends
as to where and how it was best to deliver his attack,
being now quite confident of final success.

On the news of the defeat reaching Rome the
chiefs of the state were unable to conceal or soften
down the facts, owing to the magnitude of the
calamity, and were obliged to summon a meeting
of the commons and announce it. When the Praetor
therefore from the Rostra said, “ We have been
defeated in a great battle,” it produced such con-
sternation that to those who were present on both
occasions the disaster seemed much greater now
than during the actual battle. And this was quite
natural ; for since for many years they had had no

VOL. 11 P 209



THE HISTORIES OF POLYBIUS

kal Tod ﬁﬁp,arog kal 70D wpa',‘yya‘rog 611'a'pxowes s
op.o)o'yovp.ew)g 7TTNYS 0V [.LGTprS ov8e KaTd oxiua
10 ™ ﬂepme‘recav ébepov. ov w7 ye o-vyn)ﬂn-rog,
dAX’ éml 10D kabijkovros éueve Aoyiopod, kai Si-
evoelto mepi 70D péMovros Tds kal T mpakTéov
éxdoTois €in.
86 Kara 8¢ Tods Tijs p,axng Kal.povs PVCLLOS Zepovi-
Avos 6 1rpo:<a.0'r)/x.svog Umaros émi T Ka‘r Apcp,wov
2 7émwy, obroL O elolw émi Ths mapa Tov “Adplav
mAevpds, ob ovvdmrer To [alarika medla mpos v
dAqp Iradiav, od pakpav Tis els Oddarrav éxfo-
3 Aﬁg T@v T0D HdSov o-rop.dfwv, dxovoas elofefAn-
KOTQ TOV chﬂav els Tvpp viay a’,vﬂo"rparorreSev'ew
™ (I))\ap,w:,w maoL pév ewega)ke-ro Tols 0’Tp(7.‘l'07f€80t¢
av71os ovvdmTew: dduvardv 86 dua 76 Tis oTparids
Bdpos, Tdiov Kevrijviov xara omovdiy dovs Tetpa-
kwox\ovs (mmels mpoefaméoreile, PBovAduevos, el
8éowd’ of Kaipol, mpo Tijs adTod mapovaias TovTovs
4 kataTayelv. ’Awifas 8¢, pera Ty pdyxmv mpoo-
ayyeXeions abTd Tijs TGV Smevavriwy Bonbelas, é¢-
amooré et MadpBav, éxovra Tovs doyxoddpovs ral
6 7L uépos T@V imméwv. ol Kal oUTETOVTES TOTS TEPL
Tov I'diov év adri) pév i mpdty cuumdoxij oxedov
-rm‘)s Nuices adrdv Ste'gbeetpav, -rot‘)g 8¢ )\omoz‘)g
eLs Tva )\o¢ov avv&wfaweg ] kara médas Nuépa
6 wav-ras e)ﬂaﬁov v‘ﬂ'OXEl.pLOUS. ev 8¢ i ‘Pdpun, mp-
'ra:;ag odans s KaTd TNV ,uax‘r)v wpoaayye/\mg,
xai ,u.af)\w'ra ToT€ TOD mwdbovs lca-ro. T'r]v 170/\w s
av el ¢Ae'ypawowog, em'yevo,uevqg Kal -ravﬁ]g Tijs
ﬂepzwerezas, ot udvov 76 mAjfos, dAAG Kal. ™y mry-
7 kAnTOV av-r'r]v auvéfn SLanam)vac. S0 mu wapev*reg
™V kT énavTov dywyny Tev mpaypdTwy Kai TV
210



BOOK III. 85.9-86.7

experience of the word or fact of avowed defeat,
they could not bear the reverse with moderation
and dignity. This was not, however, the case with
the Senate, which remained self-possessed, taking
thought for the future as to what should be done
by everyone, and how best to do it.

86. At the time of the battle Gnaeus Servilius,
the Consul in command in the district of Ariminum
(the district that is on the coast of the Adriatic
where the plain of Cisalpine Gaul joins the rest of
Italy not far from the mouth of the river Po), hearing
that Hannibal had invaded Etruria and was en-
camped opposite Flaminius, formed the project of
joining the latter with his whole army, but as this
was impossible owing to the weight of his forces he
dispatched Gaius Centenius at once in advance,
giving him four thousand horse, intending them, if
the situation were critical, to press on and arrive
before himself. When, after the battle, news
reached Hannibal of the approach of these reinforce-
ments, he sent off Maharbal with the pikemen and
part of the cavalry. Encountering Gaius, they
killed about half of his force in their first attack,
and pursuing the others to a hill, made them all
prisoners on the following day. Three days after
the news of the great battle had reached Rome, and
just when throughout the city the sore, so to speak,
was most violently inflamed, came the tidings of
this fresh disaster, and now not only the populace
but the Senate too were thrown into consternation.
Abandoning therefore the system of government by
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magistrates elected annually they decided to deal
with the present situation more radically, thinking
that the state of affairs and the impending peril
demanded the appointment of a single general with
full powers.

Hannibal, now fully assured of success, dismissed
the idea of approaching Rome for the present, but
began to ravage the country unmolested, advancing
towards the Adriatic. Passing through Umbria and
Picenum he reached the coast on the tenth day,
having possessed himself of so large an amount of
booty that his army could not drive or carry it all
off and having killed a number of people on his road.
For, as at the capture of cities by assault, the order
had been given to put to the sword all adults who
fell into their hands, Hannibal acting thus owing to
his inveterate hatred of the Romans. 87. He now
encamped near the Adriatic in a country abounding
in all kinds of produce, and paid great attention to
recruiting the health of his men as well as of his
horses by proper treatment. In consequence of the
cold from which they had suffered while wintering
in the open in Gaul, combined with their being unable
to get the friction with oil to which they were accus-
tomed, and owing also to the hardships of the subse-
quent march through the marshes, nearly all the
horses as well as the men had been attacked by so-
called ‘‘ hunger-mange ” and its evil results. So
that, now he was in occupation of such a rich country,
he built up his horses and restored the physical and
mental condition of his men. He also re-armed the
Africans in the Roman fashion with select weapons,
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being, as he now was, in possession of a very large
quantity of captured arms. He also sent at this
time messengers to Carthage by sea with the news
of what had happened, this being the first time he
-had come in touch with the sea since he invaded
Italy. The news was received with great rejoicing
by the Carthaginians, who hastened to take steps to
support in every possible manner the two campaigns
in Italy and in Spain,

The Romans had appointed as Dictator Quintus
Fabius, a man of admirable judgement and great
natural gifts, so much so that still in my own day the
members of this family bear the name of Maximus,
‘“ Greatest,” owing to the achievements and success
of this man. A dictator differs from the Consuls in
these respects, that while each of the Consuls is
attended by twelve lictors, the Dictator has twenty-
four, and that while the Consuls require in many
matters the co-operation of the Senate, the Dictator
is a general with absolute powers, all the magis-
trates in Rome, except the Tribunes, ceasing to hold
office on his appointment. However, I will deal
with this subject in greater detail later. At the
same time they appointed Marcus Minucius Master
of the Horse. The Master of the Horse is sub-
ordinate to the Dictator but becomes as it were his
successor when the Dictator is otherwise occupied.

88. Hannibal now shifting his camp from time to
time continued to remain in the country near the
Adriatic, and by bathing his horses with old wine,
of which there was abundance, he thoroughly set
right their mangy condition. In like manner he
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completely cured his wounded, and made the rest
of his men sound in body and ready to perform
cheerfully the services that would be required of
them. After passing through and devastating the
territories of Praetutia, Hadriana, Marrucina, and
Frentana he marched on towards Iapygia. This
province is divided among three peoples, the Daunii,
Peucetii and Messapii, and it was the territory of
the Daunii that Hannibal first invaded. Starting
from Luceria, a Roman colony in this district, he laid
waste the surrounding country. He next encamped
near Vibo and overran the territory of Argyripa®
and plundered all Daunia unopposed.

At the same time Fabius on his appointment,
after sacrificing to the gods, also took the field with
his colleague and the four legions which had been
raised for the emergency. Joining near Narnia the
army from Ariminum, he relieved Gnaeus the Consul
of his command on land and sent him with an escort
to Rome with orders to take the steps that circum-
stances called for should the Carthaginians make any
naval movements. Himself with his Master of the
Horse taking the whole army under his command,
he encamped opposite the Carthaginians near Aecae
about six miles from the enemy.

89. When he learnt that Fabius had arrived, Han-
nibal, wishing to strike such a blow as would effec-
tually cow the enemy, led his forces out and drew
them up in order of battle at a short distance from
the Roman camp, but after waiting some time, as
nobody came out to meet him, he retired again to
his own camp. For Fabius, having determined not

@ Otherwise Arpi.
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to expose himself to any risk or to venture on a
battle, but to make the safety of the army under
his command his first and chief aim, adhered stead-
fastly to this purpose. At first, it is true, he was
despised for this, and gave people occasion to say
that he was playing the coward and was in deadly
fear of an engagement, but as time went on, he
forced everyone to confess and acknowledge that
it was impossible for anyone to deal with the present
situation in a more sensible and prudent manner.
Very soon indeed facts testified to the wisdom of his
conduct, and this was no wonder. For the enemy’s
forces had been trained in actual warfare constantly
from their earliest youth, they had a general who had
been brought up together with them and was accus-
tomed from childhood to operations in the field,
they had won many battles in Spain and had twice
in succession beaten the Romans and their allies,
and what was most important, they had cast to the
winds everything else, and their only hope of safety
lay in victory. The circumstances of the Roman
army were the exact opposite, and therefore Fabius
was not able to meet the enemy in a general battle,
as it would evidently result in a reverse, but on
due consideration he fell back on those means in
which the Romans had the advantage, confined
himself to these, and regulated his conduct of the
war thereby. These advantages of the Romans
lay in inexhaustible supplies of provisions and men.
90. He, therefore, during the period which followed
continued to move parallel to the enemy, always
occupying in advance the positions which his know-
ledge of the country told him were the most advan-
tageous. Having always a plentiful store of pro-
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visions in his rear he never allowed his soldiers
to forage or to straggle from the camp on any
pretext, but keeping them continually massed
together watched for such opportunities as time
and place afforded. In this manner he continued to
take or kill numbers of the enemy, who despising
him had strayed far from their own camp in foraging.
He acted so in order, on the one hand, to keep on re-
ducing the strictly limited numbers of the enemy, and,
on the other, with the view of gradually strengthen-
ing and restoring by partial successes the spirits of
his own troops, broken as they were by the general
reverses. He was, however, not at all disposed to
respond to the enemy’s challenge and meet him in
a set battle. But all this much displeased his col-
league Marcus, who, echoing the popular verdict,
ran down Fabius to all for his craven and slow
conduct of the campaign, while he himself was most
eager to risk a battle.

The Carthaginians, after ravaging the country I
mentioned, crossed the Apennines and descended
into the territory of the Samnites, which was very
fertile and had not for long been visited by war, so
that they had such abundance of provisions that
they could not succeed either in using or in destroy-
ing all their booty. They also overran the territory
of Beneventum, a Roman colony, and took the city
of Telesia, which was unwalled and full of all manner
of property. The Romans continued to hang on
their rear at a distance of one or two days’ march,
refusing to approach nearer and engage the enemy.
Hannibal, consequently, seeing that Fabius, while
obviously wishing to avoid a battle, had no inten-
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tion of withdrawing altogether from the open
country, made a bold dash at Falernum in the plain
of Capua, counting with certainty on one of two
alternatives: either he would compel the enemy to
fight or make it plain to everybody that he was
winning and that the Romans were abandoning the
country to him. Upon this happening he hoped
that the towns would be much impressed and hasten
to throw off their allegiance to Rome. For up to
now, although the Romans had been beaten in two
battles, not a single Italian city had revolted to the
Carthaginians, but all remained loyal, although
some suffered much. From which one may estimate
the awe and respect that the allies felt for the Roman
state.

91. Hannibal, however, had sufficient reason for
reckoning as he did. The plain round Capua is the
most celebrated in all Italy, both for its fertility
and beauty, and because it is served by those sea-
ports at which voyagers to Italy from nearly all
parts of the world land. It also contains the most
celebrated and finest cities in Italy. On the coast
lie Sinuessa, Cyme, and Dicaearchea, and following
on these Naples and finally Nuceria. In the interior
we find on the north Cales and Teanum and east
and south Caudium® and Nola, while in the very
middle of the plain lies Capua, once the wealthiest
of cities. The mythical tale concerning this plain,

4 The text has Daunii.
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and other celebrated plains which like it are called
Phlegraean, has indeed much semblance of proba-
bility ; for it was quite natural that they should
have been a special cause of strife among the gods
owing to their beauty and fertility. Besides the
above advantages the whole plain of Capua is strongly
protected by nature and difficult of approach, being
completely surrounded on one side by the sea and
for the greater part by lofty mountain-ranges,
through which there are only three passes from
the interior, all of them narrow and difficult, one from
Samnium, the second from Latium, and the third
from the country of the Hirpini. The Carthaginians,
then, by quartering themselves in this plain made
of it a kind of theatre, in which they were sure to
create a deep impression on all by their unexpected
appearance, giving a spectacular exhibition of the
timidity of their enemy and themselves demonstrating
indisputably that they were in command of the
country.

92. l’guch being Hannibal’s anticipations, he left
Samnium and traversing the pass near the hill called
Eribianus encamped beside the river Athyrnus,®
which approximately cuts this plain in half. Estab-
lishing his camp on the side of the river towards
Rome he overran and plundered the whole plain
unmolested. Fabius, though taken aback by the
audacity of this stroke on the part of the enemy,
continued all the more to adhere to his deliberate
plan. But his colleague Marcus and all the tribunes
and centurions in his army, thinking they had caught
Hannibal famously, urged him to make all haste
to reach the plain and not allow the finest part of

e Otherwise Volturnus.
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the country to be devastated. Fabius did bestir
himself to reach the district, sharing in so far the
view of the more eager and venturesome spirits, but
when he came in view of the enemy on approaching
Falernum, while moving along the hills parallel to
them so as not to appear to the allies to be aban-
doning the open country, he did not bring his arm
down into the plain, avoiding a general action boti:
for the above-mentioned reasons and because the
Carthaginians were obviously much his superiors in
cavalry.

Hannibal, having thus done his best to provoke the
Romans by laying the whole plain waste, found
himself in possession of a huge amount of booty
and decided to withdraw, as he wished not to waste
the booty, but to secure it in a place suitable for his
winter quarters, so that his army should not only
fare sumptuously for the present, but continue to
have abundance of provisions. Fabius, divining
that his plan was to retire by the same pass by which
he had entered, and seeing that owing to its narrow-
ness the place was exceedingly favourable for deliver-
ing an attack, stationed about four thousand men at
the actual pass, bidding them act at the proper time
with all spirit, while availing themselves fully of the
advantage of the ground. He himself with the
greater part of his army encamped on a hill in front
of the pass and overlooking it. 93. When the
Carthaginians arrived and made their camp on the
level ground just under the hill, Fabius thought that
at least he would be able to carry away their booty
without their, disputing it and possibly even to put
an end to the whole campaign owing to the great
advantage his position gave him. He was in fact
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entirely occupied in considering at what point and
how he should avail himself of local conditions, and
with what troops he should attack, and from which
direction. But while the enemy were making these
preparations for next day, Hannibal, conjecturing
that they would act so, gave them no time or leisure
to develop their plan, but summoning Hasdrubal,
who was in command of the Army Service, ordered
him to get as many faggots as possible of any kind
of dry wood made promptly and to collect in the front
of the camp about two thousand of the strongest
plough oxen among all the captured stock. When
this had been done, he collected the army servants
and pointed out to them a rise in the ground between
his own camp and the pass through which he was
about to march. For this eminence he ordered
them to drive the oxen whenever they received
the word as furiously as they could till they reached
the top. He next ordered all his men to get their
supper and retire to rest early. When the third
watch of the night was nearly over he led out the
army servants and ordered them to bind the fagots
to the horns of the oxen. This was soon done as
there were plenty of hands, and he now bade them
light all the fagots and drive the oxen up to the
ridge. Placing his pikemen behind these men, he
ordered them to help the drivers up to a certain
point, but as soon as the animals were well started
on their career, to run along on each side of them
and keep them together, making for the higher
ground. They were then to occupy the ridge, so
that if the enemy advanced to any part of it, they
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might meet and attack him. At the same time he
himself with his heavy-armed troops in front, next
them his cavalry, next the captured cattle, and
finally the Spaniards and Celts, made for the narrow
gorge of the pass. 94. The Romans who were
guarding the gorge, as soon as they saw the lights
advancing up the slope, thinking that Hannibal was
pressing on rapidly in that direction, left the narrow
part of the pass and advanced to the hill to meet
the enemy. But when they got near the oxen they
were entirely puzzled by the lights, fancying that
they were about to encounter something much
more formidable than the reality. When the pike-
men came up, both forces skirmished with each
other for a short time, and then when the oxen
rushed in among them they drew apart and remained
on the heights waiting until day should break, not
being able to understand what was the matter.
Fabius, partly because he was at a loss to know
what was occurring, and as Homer says, deeming it
to be a trick,” and partly because he adhered to his
former resolve not to risk or hazard a general engage-
ment, remained quiet in his camp waiting for day-
light. Meanwhile Hannibal, whose plan had been
entirely successful, brought his army and all his
booty safely through the gorge, those who had
been guarding the difficult passage having quitted
their post. When at daybreak he saw the Romans
on the hill drawn up opposite his pikemen, he sent
there some Spaniards as a reinforcement. Attack-
ing the Romans they killed about a thousand and
easily relieved and brought down their own light
infantry.
¢ Odyssey, x. 232.
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Hannibal, having thus effected his retirement from
Falernum, remained now safely in camp and began
to take thought where and how he should establish
his winter quarters. He had spread great terror
and perplexity through all the cities and peoples of
Italy. Fabius, though generally reproached for his
craven conduct in letting the enemy escape from such
a situation, still did not abandon his policy. But
a few days afterwards he was compelled to leave for
Rome to perform certain sacrifices and handed over
his legions to his Master of the Horse, enjoining on
him strictly, in taking leave, not to attach so much
importance to damaging the enemy as to avoiding
disaster for himself. Marcus, instead of paying any
attention to this advice, was, even while Fabius was
tendering it, entirely wrapped up in the project of
risking a great battle.

95. Such was the position of affairs in Italy. Con-
temporaneously with these events Hasdrubal, the
Carthaginian commander in Spain, after fitting out
during the winter the thirty ships his brother had
left him, and manning ten others, put out at the
beginning of summer from New Carthage with his
fleet of forty decked ships, appointing Hamilcar his
admiral. At the same time he collected his troops
from their winter quarters and took the field. His
fleet sailed close to the shore and his army marched
along the beach, his object being to halt with both
forces near the Ebro. Gnaeus, conjecturing that
this was the plan of the Carthaginians, first of all
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designed to quit his winter quarters and meet them
both by land and sea, but on learning the strength
of their forces and the extensive scale of their pre-
parations he renounced the project of meeting them
by land, and manning thirty-five ships and embarking
on them as marines the men from his army most
suited for this service, appeared off the Ebro two
days after sailing from Tarraco. Anchoring at a
distance of about eighty stades from the enemy he
sent on two swift Massaliot ships to reconnoitre,
for these used to head the line both in sailing and in
battle, and there was absolutely no service they
were not ready to render. Indeed if any people
have given generous support to the Romans it is
the people of Marseilles both on many subsequ